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Alain Penel, Regional Vice President of the Middle East Region, Fortinet outlines how organisations can 
prepare themselves for AI-powered cyberattacks and automated threats in this exclusive interview.

EVAD to highlight regional cybersecurity 
enablement at GISEC Global 2026
Its portfolio brings together 15 vendors covering data protection, network security, application and API 
security, identity security, content governance, and IT, OT and IoT observability.
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suspicious activity faster, 

reduce alert fatigue, 

and automate response 

processes. This allows 

security teams to focus on 

the highest-priority risks 

while improving overall 

efficiency.

However, defending 

against AI-powered 

threats requires more 

than technology alone. 

Organisations should 

combine AI-driven 

security operations with 

strong identity controls, 

Zero Trust principles, 

continuous monitoring, 

and effective incident 

response planning to 

improve their ability to 

withstand and recover 

from cyber incidents.

 

What cybersecurity 

risks should Middle 

East organisations 

prioritise over the next 

12 months?

Organisations should 

prioritise the risks 

associated with expanding 

attack surfaces, 

increasing digital 

interconnectivity, and the 

growing sophistication 

of cybercriminals. AI-

enhanced phishing 

and social engineering 

campaigns for example 

are becoming more 

convincing and difficult 

EVAD, a regional value-
added distributor 
specialising in 
cybersecurity, 
has announced its 
participation in GISEC 
Global 2026, taking place 
from 16 to 18 September 
at the Dubai Exhibition 
Centre, Expo City Dubai.

Having participated in 
previous editions of GISEC 
Global, EVAD will return 
in 2026 to connect its 
technology vendors and 
channel partners with 
organisations across the 
Middle East and Africa.

Through a network 
of more than 235 
channel partners and 
operations across the 

UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, Kenya and 
Egypt, EVAD supports 
the regional delivery of 
specialised cybersecurity 
technologies. Its 
portfolio brings together 
15 carefully selected 
vendors covering data 
protection, network 
security, application and 
API security, identity 
security, content 
governance, and IT, OT 
and IoT observability.

Beyond technology 
distribution, EVAD 
provides the technical 
expertise, partner 
enablement and regional 
market support required 
to turn cybersecurity 

What key cybersecurity 

innovations and 

solutions will Fortinet 

showcase at GISEC 

Global 2026?

GISEC Global is a 

valuable opportunity 

to demonstrate how 

organisations can simplify 

cybersecurity while 

keeping pace with rapid 

digital transformation. 

This year, Fortinet will 

showcase innovations 

across AI-powered 

Security Operations 

(SecOps), Sovereign SASE, 

and advanced threat 

protection, with a focus 

on helping customers 

securely navigate 

increasingly complex 

digital environments.

A key theme is the 

use of AI to enhance 

security outcomes, 

from accelerating threat 

detection and investigation 

to improving operational 

efficiency. We will also 

demonstrate how 

converging networking 

and security can provide 

greater visibility and 

control across cloud, 

hybrid, and distributed 

environments. As 

organisations across the 

Middle East continue to 

embrace AI, cloud, and 

critical infrastructure 

modernisation, our 

focus is on helping them 

strengthen resilience, 

reduce complexity, and 

securely support business 

growth.

 

How is Fortinet helping 

organisations defend 

against AI-powered 

cyberattacks and 

increasingly automated 

threats?

AI is fundamentally 

changing the cyber threat 

landscape. Attackers are 

increasingly using it to 

automate reconnaissance, 

enhance phishing 

campaigns, identify 

vulnerabilities more 

quickly, and scale attacks 

with greater efficiency.

Defending against 

these threats requires 

organisations to use 

AI as part of their own 

security strategy. At 

Fortinet, AI is integrated 

across our security 

operations and threat 

intelligence capabilities to 

help customers identify 

technologies into 
solutions that address 
organisations’ operational 
and security priorities. 

“GISEC Global 
remains one of the most 
important platforms 
for engaging with 
the cybersecurity 
community across 
the Middle East and 
beyond”, said Abdullah 
A. Qaisi, CEO of EVAD. 
“While our portfolio 
spans 15 technology 
vendors, this year we 
are bringing a select 
group of our partners to 
Booth C165 in Hall 7 to 
demonstrate solutions 
that address today’s 
most pressing security 
challenges, from 
securing AI and APIs 
to protecting sensitive 
data wherever it travels. 
We look forward to 
meeting our customers, 
partners, and the wider 

Show dates: 16–18 September 2026 Dubai Exhibition Centre (DEC), Expo City, Dubai
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CPX is empowering 
governments and enterprises 
to preempt emerging threats, 
defend essential assets, and 
navigate digital transformation 
with complete confidence”.
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Fortinet ...

EVAD...

Partners play an important role 
in driving cybersecurity maturity 
by sharing best practices and 
helping organisations strengthen 
resilience over time”.

to detect. At the same 

time, cloud adoption, 

hybrid work models, and 

growing connections 

between IT and operational 

technology environments 

continue to introduce new 

security challenges.

Perhaps the biggest risk, 

however, is complexity. 

Many organisations 

struggle to maintain 

visibility and consistent 

security controls across 

increasingly diverse 

environments. Reducing 

this complexity through 

integrated security 

architectures, better 

visibility, and automated 

security operations will 

be critical to improving 

resilience over the coming 

year.

4How can enterprises 

strengthen cyber 

resilience across 

cloud, operational 

technology and 

critical infrastructure 

environments?

Cyber resilience 

starts with visibility. 

Organisations need a clear 

understanding of users, 

devices, applications, 

workloads, and operational 

assets across their entire 

environment. As cloud, 

IT, and OT environments 

become increasingly 

interconnected, 

organisations should 

adopt a unified approach 

to security that delivers 

consistent visibility, 

policy enforcement, and 

threat detection across 

all domains. Network 

segmentation remains 

an important best 

practice, helping contain 

potential threats and limit 

operational disruption.

Organisations should also 

invest in modern security 

operations capabilities, 

automation, and continuous 

monitoring to accelerate 

detection and response. 

Equally important are regular 

testing, incident response 

exercises, and recovery 

planning. Cyber resilience 

is no longer measured 

solely by an organisation’s 

ability to prevent attacks 

but also by how effectively 

it can maintain operations 

and recover when incidents 

occur.

What role will Fortinet’s 

regional partners 

play in addressing 

the Middle East’s 

evolving cybersecurity 

requirements?

Partners remain essential 

to helping organisations 

address increasingly 

complex cybersecurity 

challenges while 

supporting ambitious 

digital transformation 

initiatives across the 

region. They bring 

deep local expertise, 

industry knowledge, 

and implementation 

capabilities that help 

organisations translate 

security strategies into 

practical outcomes.

Working together, 

we help customers 

modernise security 

operations, secure cloud 

security community to 
discuss the technologies 
that best align with their 
organisations’ priorities”.

Technology partners 

joining EVAD at GISEC 

2026

A select group of EVAD’s 
technology partners will 
join the company at this 
year’s edition, giving 
visitors the opportunity 

This year we are bringing a 
select group of our partners 
to demonstrate solutions that 
address today’s most pressing 
security challenges”.

to meet their teams 
and explore capabilities 
across several key 
cybersecurity areas:

CloudMon: AI-powered 

observability across IT, 

OT and IoT

The CloudMon team will 
demonstrate its unified 
observability platform, 
designed to provide 
greater visibility across IT, 
OT and IoT environments 
through AI-driven 
monitoring.

EfficientIP: DDI, DNS 

security and network 

automation

Its experts will showcase 
how DDI and DNS 
security technologies 
can help organisations 
automate, simplify and 
secure critical network 
infrastructure.

FileOrbis: Unified 

governance across 

enterprise content

The FileOrbis team 
will demonstrate how 
organisations can secure, 
manage and govern 
content across multiple 

repositories through a 
unified layer, without 
requiring data migration.

LEVO: Full-lifecycle 

security for APIs and AI

Its experts will present 
a full-lifecycle approach 
to securing APIs, AI 
applications, AI agents, 
LLMs and MCP servers, 
from discovery and 
testing to monitoring and 
protection.

SealPath: Persistent 

protection for sensitive 

data

The SealPath team 

will showcase how 
organisations can maintain 
control over sensitive 
files after they leave the 
corporate network through 
persistent protection, 
granular access controls 
and detailed usage 
tracking.

EVAD invites 
customers, partners 
and cybersecurity 
professionals to meet its 
team and participating 
technology vendors at 
Booth C165, Hall 7, from 
16-18 September 2026 
at the Dubai Exhibition 
Centre, Expo City Dubai.

environments, protect 

critical infrastructure, 

and adopt emerging 

technologies such as AI 

with confidence. Beyond 

technology deployment, 

partners play an 

important role in driving 

cybersecurity maturity 

by sharing best practices 

and helping organisations 

strengthen resilience over 

time.

The broader 

cybersecurity challenge 

cannot be solved by 

any single vendor or 

organisation. Success 

depends on collaboration 

across private and 

public sectors, including 

customers, partners, 

technology providers, 

governments, and 

educational institutions to 

build a more secure and 

resilient digital future for 

the Middle East.

CPX Holding, a leading 

provider of cutting-

edge cyber and physical 

security solutions and 

services, will return to 

GISEC Global 2026 for its 

fourth consecutive year.

Taking place from 

September 16-18, 2026, 

at the Dubai Exhibition 

Center in Expo City, 

GISEC Global will see 

CPX highlight its growing 

role in regional digital 

defence through executive 

engagement, ecosystem 

collaboration, and national 

security dialogue aimed 

at strengthening cyber 

resilience for nations and 

organisations.

With AI-powered 

cyberattacks on the rise, 

a shifting geopolitical 

landscape, and an 

expanding digital footprint, 

the need for proactive 

defence across critical 

CPX returns to GISEC Global 2026 spotlighting 
AI resilience and ecosystem growth
CPX invites visitors, partners, and national stakeholders to experience these 
capabilities firsthand at Stand A80 — and to be part of the conversation.

sectors has never been 

more urgent. To address 

these challenges, CPX’s 

participation at GISEC 

Global 2026 centres 

on the theme Building 

AI Resilience: Secure 

What’s Next, delivering 

the advanced threat 

intelligence, governance 

frameworks, and end-to-

end protection required 

to ensure national cyber 

readiness and digital 

sovereignty.

“GISEC Global continues 

to be an essential 

platform for shaping 

the regional and global 

cybersecurity landscape”, 

said Hadi Anwar, CEO of 

CPX. “Coming back to 

GISEC for a fourth year 

is our chance to stand 

shoulder-to-shoulder 

with our partners and 

show the region what’s 

possible when we build 

AI resilience together. 

Through deep expertise 

and powerful ecosystem 

collaboration, CPX is 

empowering governments 

and enterprises to 

preempt emerging 

threats, defend essential 

assets, and navigate 

digital transformation with 

complete confidence”.

Exhibiting at Stand 

A80 (located between 

Halls 1 and 3, adjacent 

to the UAE Cyber 

Security Council), 

CPX’s booth will feature 

six interactive domain 

showcases covering its 

core capabilities: Advise, 

Protect, Operate, Secure 

AI, OT Security, and 

Physical Security. The 

booth will also serve as 

a collaborative hub for 

19 core partner pods, 

enabling global industry 

leaders to demonstrate 

co-innovations alongside 

CPX. Featured partner 

organisations include 

Microsoft, Cisco, Dell 

Technologies, Fortinet, 

Check Point, Mastercard, 

Core42, Rilian, Splunk, 

Corelight, Gigamon, Cribl, 

Anomali, Commvault, 

SimSpace and VEEAM.

Throughout the three-

day event, CPX executives 

and domain experts 

will deliver Main Stage 

keynotes and participate 

in high-level panel 

discussions addressing 

AI security, critical 

infrastructure defence, 

and national resilience.

CPX invites visitors, 

partners, and national 

stakeholders to 

experience these 

capabilities firsthand at 

Stand A80 — and to be 

part of the conversation 

on securing what’s next. 
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Censys, the authority 

for Internet Intelligence, 

announced its first-ever 

participation at GISEC 

Global 2026, taking place 

from 16 to 18 September 

at the Dubai Exhibition 

Centre (DEC), Expo City 

Dubai. At the event, 

Censys will showcase its 

Security Operations and 

Exposure Management 

capabilities through 

live demonstrations of 

the Censys Platform, 

including Attack Surface 

Management (ASM), 

Adversary Investigations, 

and real-time Internet 

Intelligence.

“Cyber resilience 

Censys debuts at GISEC Global 2026, showcasing 
real-time Internet intelligence for modern security 
operations and exposure management
Censys will demonstrate how Internet Intelligence can help security teams discover Internet-facing assets, investigate 
threats, prioritise exposure, and accelerate operations.

starts with knowing 

what is exposed and 

where the risks are. As 

organisations across the 

region accelerate AI and 

digital transformation, 

continuous visibility into 

internet-facing assets 

is becoming more 

important than ever. More 

importantly, cybersecurity 

professionals need to 

understand how quickly 

they can act on them”, 

said Meriam ElOuazzani, 

Vice President, META, 

Censys. “Censys helps 

security teams turn that 

visibility into action, giving 

them the intelligence to 

identify exposed assets, 

to the region and meeting 

with customers and 

partners across the Middle 

East”.

GISEC Global 2026’s 

theme, “Everything 

Cybersecurity: Quantum 

Ready, AI-Resilient”, 

reflects the growing 

need for organisations 

to stay ahead of new 

technologies and evolving 

cyber risks. This aligns 

closely with Censys’ 

focus on Internet visibility, 

security operations, 

and AI-powered 

investigations, helping 

security professionals 

build greater visibility and 

readiness as AI adoption 

accelerates. As AI and 

digital transformation 

reshape organisations 

across the region, security 

leaders are dealing with 

more complex digital 

environments and greater 

external exposure, making 

real-time visibility across 

the Internet critical 

for modern security 

operations.

At GISEC, Censys 

will demonstrate how 

Internet Intelligence 

can help security teams 

continuously discover 

Internet-facing assets, 

investigate threats, 

prioritise exposure, 

and accelerate security 

operations. Censys 

will also highlight 

Operation Digital Shield, 

As organisations across the 
region accelerate AI and digital 
transformation, continuous 
visibility into internet-
facing assets is becoming 
more important than ever”.

We look forward to demonstrating 
how this unified approach can 
help organisations build a more 
intelligent, adaptive, and resilient 
cybersecurity posture”.

track threats across 

the Internet, investigate 

threats, and prioritise risk.  

We’re also applying this 

approach to governments 

and critical infrastructure 

through initiatives such as 

Operation Digital Shield. 

With Censys making its 

GISEC debut this year, 

we’re looking forward to 

bringing our capabilities 

a joint initiative with 

Rilian Technologies to 

help governments and 

critical infrastructure 

organisations in the UAE.

Censys’ strategic 

partnership with Tanium 

will also be highlighted at 

GISEC. The partnership 

brings Censys Internet 

Intelligence into Tanium’s 

External Attack Surface 

Management capability, 

extending Tanium’s 

endpoint-centric visibility 

to Internet-facing assets 

and infrastructure to help 

security professionals 

identify and address risks 

more effectively.

Censys will be at Hall 8, 

Stand H8-E175 throughout 

GISEC, from 16–18 

September, where visitors 

can experience the live 

demonstrations and learn 

more about the company’s 

latest capabilities and 

approach to AI-powered 

investigations, Internet 

exposure, security 

operations and critical 

infrastructure protection.

LinkShadow has 

announced its 

participation at GISEC 

Global 2026, which will 

take place from 16 to 18 

September 2026 at the 

Dubai Exhibition Centre, 

Expo City Dubai.

At the event, LinkShadow 

will showcase its innovative, 

AI-driven cybersecurity 

solutions designed to 

help organisations tackle 

modern-day cyberattacks. 

Visitors will have the 

opportunity to explore 

how LinkShadow enables 

security teams to gain 

deeper visibility, connect 

intelligence across 

their environments and 

respond to evolving threats 

LinkShadow to showcase the future of 
unified cybersecurity at GISEC Global 2026
LinkShadow remains focused on innovation and committed to helping organisations address the 
growing complexity of modern cybersecurity environments.

with greater speed and 

accuracy.

LinkShadow’s journey 

began with a clear focus on 

redefining visibility at the 

network level through its AI-

driven Network Detection 

and Response (NDR), 

helping organisations 

detect threats in real time. 

As cyber risks evolved, it 

became clear that threats 

were no longer confined to 

the network.

Sensitive data became 

a primary target, leading 

LinkShadow to expand 

into Data Security Posture 

Management (DSPM), 

enabling organisations 

to identify, monitor and 

protect critical data 

across environments. At 

the same time, identity 

emerged as a key attack 

vector, prompting the 

introduction of Identity 

Threat Detection and 

Response (ITDR) to 

address risks associated 

with identity misuse and 

user behaviour.

Rather than approaching 

these challenges in 

isolation, LinkShadow 

brought these capabilities 

together into a more 

unified and contextual 

security model.

Building on this 

foundation, LinkShadow 

introduced CyberMeshX 

(CMX), a next-generation 

platform that brings 

together network, data, 

and identity insights into 

a unified and adaptive 

security framework. By 

correlating signals across 

environments, it enables 

organisations to move 

beyond fragmented tools 

and gain deeper, real-time 

visibility into threats.

With an open, 

integration-driven 

architecture, CyberMeshX 

eliminates vendor lock-in 

and enables seamless 

integration across a 

wide range of security 

tools. This allows 

organisations to retain 

their existing investments 

while achieving a more 

streamlined and scalable 

security posture.

“Modern cyberattacks 

do not remain confined to a 

single security layer. They 

move across networks, 

identities, and sensitive 

data, often leaving behind 

signals that appear 

disconnected when viewed 

in isolation”, said Mehfooz 

Khan Pathan, Chief Product 

Officer at LinkShadow. 

“CyberMeshX brings these 

signals together to provide 

the context security teams 

need to understand threats 

faster and respond more 

effectively. At GISEC Global 

2026, we look forward to 

demonstrating how this 

unified approach can help 

organisations build a more 

intelligent, adaptive, and 

resilient cybersecurity 

posture”.

LinkShadow’s 

participation at GISEC 

Global 2026 reflects 

its continued focus 

on innovation and its 

commitment to helping 

organisations address 

the growing complexity 

of modern cybersecurity 

environments. Through 

live demonstrations 

and discussions 

with LinkShadow’s 

cybersecurity experts, 

visitors will be able to 

explore how the company’s 

solutions strengthen threat 

detection, accelerate 

investigations, and 

improve cyber resilience.

At GISEC, visitors will 

get an exclusive preview 

of LinkShadow’s latest 

AI innovation, ahead of 

its wider release. The 

experience offers a 

firsthand look at what’s 

next in AI-powered 

cybersecurity, and 

an opportunity to 

engage directly with the 

LinkShadow team to 

explore its potential. Early 

access to registrations 

will also be available to 

be amongst the first to 

experience the innovation 

when it launches.As 

cyber threats increasingly 

leverage automation 

and artificial intelligence, 

traditional security 

approaches are struggling 

to keep pace. LinkShadow’s 

AI-driven platform enables 

organisations to detect 

patterns, correlate signals 

and respond to threats 

at speed and scale. By 

showcasing this approach 

at GISEC Global 2026, 

LinkShadow aims to help 

enterprises streamline 

operations, accelerate 

response times, and 

build a more resilient and 

future-ready cybersecurity 

posture.
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GISEC Global 2026, the 

Middle East and Africa’s 

largest cybersecurity 

event, opens at Dubai 

Exhibition Centre 

(DEC), Expo City, at 

a time when artificial 

intelligence, geopolitical 

tensions and increasingly 

sophisticated attacks on 

critical infrastructure are 

driving unprecedented 

demand for international 

cybersecurity 

collaboration.

Now in its 15th 

edition, GISEC Global is 

positioning Dubai as a 

key meeting point for the 

cybersecurity community, 

as governments and 

businesses confront a 

rapidly evolving threat 

landscape shaped by 

artificial intelligence, 

geopolitical tensions 

and accelerating digital 

transformation. The 

continued growth of GISEC 

Global reflects increasing 

international demand 

for collaboration, with 

governments, regulators 

and technology leaders 

choosing Dubai as the 

platform to shape the 

next generation of cyber 

resilience.

Global cyber leaders converge to shape the 
next digital era at GISEC Global 2026
Cyber leaders from over 180 countries to put AI threats, digital sovereignty and cyber resilience at the 
centre of the agenda.

The growth of GISEC Global 
reflects increasing international 
demand for collaboration, 
with governments, regulators 
and technology leaders”.

Held under the theme 

Cyber First: The New 

Digital Order, GISEC Global 

2026 is hosted by the UAE 

Cyber Security Council, 

with the Dubai Electronic 

Security Center (DESC) 

participating as the event’s 

official Government 

Cybersecurity Partner. The 

event is also supported 

by the Ministry of Interior 

and Dubai Police. Running 

until September 18, 

GISEC Global welcomes 

participants from 182 

countries, serving as 

a global convergence 

point for government 

leaders, national cyber 

authorities, enterprise 

CISOs, technology 

innovators, ethical hackers 

and the next generation 

of cybersecurity 

professionals.

 

Global cyber leadership 

converges in Dubai

A defining new addition to 

this year’s edition is the 

Cyber First Global Summit, 

where ministers, central 

bank governors, national 

cybersecurity authorities, 

CEOs and global 

institutions will examine the 

growing interdependence 

between cybersecurity, 

economic stability and 

national security. The 

summit will craft the 

future of cyber-first 

economies, where secure 

digital infrastructure and 

technological sovereignty 

are becoming essential to 

long-term resilience and 

economic continuity.

The show will also feature 

prominent cybersecurity 

leaders from across 

government and industry, 

including H.E. Dr Mohamed 

Al Kuwaiti, Head of UAE 

Cyber Security Council; 

H.E. Amer Sharaf, CEO of 

Cyber Security Systems 

and Services Sector at 

Dubai Electronic Security 

Center (DESC); Subra 

Kumaraswamy, Senior 

Vice President and Chief 

Information Security 

Officer at Visa; Alex 

Attumalil, Global Chief 

Information Security 

Officer at Under Armour; 

and Roeland Delrue, Co-

Founder and COO of Aikido 

Security. Their participation 

reflects the progressively 

global and cross-sector 

nature of cyber challenges 

facing governments and 

businesses.

 

From AI-enabled 

cybercrime to identity 

fraud

The cybersecurity 

landscape is evolving 

faster than traditional 

defence models can adapt. 

AI is giving cybercriminals 

new ways to scale and 

refine attacks, with 60 

per cent of ransomware 

campaigns now reported 

to be fully AI-assisted. 

Polymorphic malware 

further complicates 

the threat landscape by 

continuously altering its 

code, making it harder 

for traditional security 

systems to identify and 

contain malicious activity. 

Deepfakes are emerging 

as a critical dimension of 

AI-enabled cybercrime, 

blurring the line between 

legitimate and fraudulent 

digital identities. The Entrust 

2026 Identity Fraud Report, 

based on more than one 

billion identity verification 

events across 195 countries, 

found that deepfakes 

accounted for one in five 

biometric fraud attempts. 

As organisations grapple 

with the implications of 

AI-powered identity fraud 

and digital manipulation, 

GISEC Global will bring 

the issue into sharp focus 

through a keynote session 

featuring Michael Kelly, 

the four-time Emmy 

Award-nominated actor 

best known for his role as 

Doug Stamper in House 

of Cards. His session will 

explore the growing threat 

posed by deepfakes, 

digital identity and AI-

powered impersonation, 

examining how technology 

is reshaping trust in an 

increasingly digital world.

 

Technology, talent, and 

readiness take centre 

stage

GISEC Global 2026 will 

showcase emerging 

technologies across AI, 

quantum computing 

and OT/ICS, alongside 

live cyber drills and 

international cooperation 

forums that put cyber 

readiness to the test. The 

event will also place a 

strong emphasis on the 

people shaping cyber 

defence through programs 

including Women in Cyber, 

North Star Startups, 

Mentorship Labs.

The programme will also 

feature the Dubai Cyber 

Challenge, held under the 

patronage of His Highness 

Sheikh Mansoor bin 

Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Chairman 

of the Dubai Ports and 

Borders Security Council, 

with DESC supporting the 

School of Cyber Defense 

in collaboration with its 

programme partners. 

Meanwhile the GISEC CISO 

Circle will gather more than 

250 cybersecurity leaders 

for closed-door briefings 

and collaboration.

 

Building sovereign 

resilience in a 

fragmented digital world

As geopolitical tensions 

and cyber driven threats 

reshape digital borders, 

governments are prioritising 

sovereign capabilities 

to protect national data, 

critical infrastructure 

and technological 

independence. From 

sovereign cloud 

environments and localised 

AI to post-quantum 

readiness, the next phase of 

AI preparedness will largely 

depend on a country’s 

ability to secure the 

technologies and systems 

supporting its economy.

GISEC Global 2026 will 

accelerate the world’s 

shift from reactive 

cybersecurity to ecosystem 

wide resilience, uniting 

policymakers, security 

leaders and technology 

innovators to strengthen 

critical infrastructure, 

advance responsible AI 

governance and build digital 

trust. As governments 

and industry confront 

increasingly complex cyber 

threats, GISEC Global 2026 

reinforces Dubai’s position 

as a leading international 

hub for cybersecurity 

collaboration, innovation 

and digital resilience.

Tenable®, the exposure 

management company, 

recently announced its 

participation at GISEC Global 

2026, taking place at the 

Dubai Exhibition Centre 

(DEC), Expo City Dubai from 

16-18 September.

At the event, Tenable will 

showcase its Tenable One 

Exposure Management 

Platform, which unifies 

visibility across an 

organisation's entire attack 

surface. Building on this 

foundation, the company 

will highlight how its AI 

capabilities, including Hexa AI 

and AI Exposure, help close 

critical security gaps before 

attackers can exploit them.

As organisations across 

the Middle East continue 

their digital transformation 

journey and integrate 

generative AI into enterprise 

operations, security teams 

are facing an influx of 

expanding attack surfaces 

and rapid threat cycles. At 

GISEC Global 2026, Tenable 

will demonstrate how these 

AI capabilities bridge the gap 

between exposure discovery 

and automated remediation.

"AI and cloud adoption 

are moving faster across 

the Middle East than most 

organisations' security 

controls can keep pace 

with", said Maher Jadallah, 

Vice President, Middle 

Tenable highlights agentic AI-driven 
exposure management at GISEC Global 2026
At GISEC Global 2026, Tenable will demonstrate how these AI capabilities bridge the gap between 
exposure discovery and automated remediation.

East and Africa at Tenable. 

"Attackers are already using 

AI to find vulnerabilities 

faster than defenders can 

patch them. As initiatives 

like the UAE National 

Cybersecurity Strategy 

push organisations toward 

more resilient infrastructure, 

security teams need a clear, 

prioritised view of where 

they're exposed, not another 

disconnected tool".

Visitors to GISEC can 

schedule briefings with 

Tenable security experts 

and experience live 

demonstrations of the 

Tenable One platform, 

including Tenable Hexa AI 

and AI Exposure, throughout 

the event at booth number 

H7-B130 in Hall 7.

Tenable One brings 

together two distinct 

AI capabilities. Tenable 

AI Exposure helps 

organisations discover, 

assess and secure how AI 

is being used across their 

environments. Tenable 

Hexa AI is the platform’s 

agentic engine, using AI 

to coordinate agents, 

automate security tasks and 

accelerate remediation. Put 

simply, AI Exposure helps 

organisations secure their 

use of AI, while Hexa helps 

them use AI to improve 

security operations. 

Together, they advance 

Tenable’s preemptive 

security strategy by helping 

organisations reduce AI-

related risk and act on cyber 

exposure more efficiently.

For more information 

about Tenable and its 

solutions visit www.tenable.

com.
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Sophos to showcase AI-native 
cybersecurity defence at GISEC 2026
Company to spotlight Sophos Fusion and its expanding portfolio of AI-powered 
security, XDR, SIEM and MDR capabilities.

adoption are creating 

new opportunities as 

well as new security 

challenges.

 “As AI agents gain 

greater access to 

sensitive systems and 

data, enterprises need 

security and governance 

to keep pace with 

innovation. This demands 

a coordinated, AI-native 

defence system that can 

respond at the speed and 

scale of today’s threats”, 

said Harish Chib, Vice 

President for Emerging 

Markets, Middle East & 

Africa at Sophos. “GISEC 

is an important platform 

for us to bring these 

conversations together, 

engage with customers, 

partners, policymakers 

and security leaders, 

and reinforce our 

commitment to helping 

organisations build the 

resilience they need for 

the AI era”. 

At GISEC 2026, Sophos 

will also highlight how 

it is applying agentic AI 

to strengthen security 

operations. Within 

Sophos MDR, agentic 

workflows can resolve a 

significant proportion of 

cases end-to-end using 

AI, while human analysts 

remain responsible for 

business judgment, 

context and complex 

investigations. This 

enables high-confidence 

tasks to be handled at 

machine speed while 

maintaining human 

oversight and reducing 

the operational burden 

on security teams.

Building on this 

approach, Sophos is 

advancing the defensive 

use of frontier AI through 

the OpenAI Daybreak 

Cyber Partner Program 

and Anthropic’s Project 

Glasswing. These 

collaborations enable 

Sophos to integrate 

advanced AI capabilities 

into trusted security 

workflows, with analysts 

and controls in the loop, 

to accelerate threat 

investigation, strengthen 

detections and support 

faster vulnerability 

remediation. Through 

Project Glasswing, 

Sophos has access to 

Claude Mythos 5, an 

advanced frontier model 

that is not publicly 

available, helping identify 

and remediate software 

vulnerabilities before 

they can be exploited by 

AI-driven attackers.

Visitors can meet 

the Sophos team and 

explore its latest AI-

native cybersecurity 

capabilities at Hall 4, 

Booth D100 during GISEC 

Global 2026.

A coordinated, 
AI-native 
defence system 
is required to 
respond at 
the speed and 
scale of today’s 
threats”.

Sophos, a global 

cybersecurity leader, 

has announced its 

participation at GISEC 

Global 2026 (16-18 

September) at Dubai 

Exhibition Centre, Expo 

City. The company 

will showcase how 

organisations can 

strengthen cyber 

resilience in an AI-

enabled threat landscape 

where attacks are 

becoming faster, more 

coordinated, and 

difficult to manage with 

disconnected security 

tools. The focus will be 

on Sophos Fusion, its 

AI-native cybersecurity 

defence system designed 

to move businesses 

beyond fragmented 

security stacks.

Attackers are now 

using AI and automation 

to move faster, scale 

campaigns, and operate 

across multiple parts 

of an organisation’s 

environment. 

Disconnected tools 

cannot keep pace with 

threats that move this 

way. Sophos’ 2026 

State of Ransomware 

report found that 79% 

of ransomware attacks 

globally involve an 

identity-based initial 

access vector, with 

malicious email and 

phishing accounting 

for 26% of attacks, 

followed by exploited 

vulnerabilities at 24% 

and compromised 

credentials at 23%. In the 

UAE, organisations that 

suffered ransomware 

attacks reported an 

average recovery cost of 

US$665,000. 

These findings 

reinforce the need 

for a system that can 

see the whole picture 

and respond as one. 

Sophos Fusion, a 

modern cybersecurity 

defence system, is 

designed to close that 

gap by preventing, 

detecting, investigating, 

and responding at AI 

speed, while keeping 

human expertise and 

accountability at the 

centre of security 

operations. This shift 

is particularly relevant 

in the Middle East, 

where rapid digital 

transformation and AI 

more efficient. Zia Agents 

can be deployed across 

ManageEngine’s digital 

enterprise management 

suite, and operate within a 

secure, privacy-compliant 

framework, orchestrating 

and executing tasks end-

to-end. On the security 

front, Zia Agents automate 

access reviews, alert 

correlation, investigations, 

ManageEngine to showcase AI-powered cybersecurity 
capabilities at GISEC Global 2026
Zia Agents, Unified Security, Endpoint Security, and Identity and Access Management to take centre stage at the event.

ManageEngine, a division 

of Zoho Corporation 

and a leading provider of 

enterprise IT management 

and security solutions, 

recently announced its 

participation at GISEC 

Global 2026, taking place 

from 16–18 September 

2026 at the Dubai 

Exhibition Centre (DEC), 

Expo City. ManageEngine 

will showcase its 

comprehensive IT 

management portfolio, 

at booth H7, B155, with a 

focus on unified security 

platforms, endpoint 

security, and identity and 

access management 

(IAM), alongside the AI-

driven security capabilities 

woven across its solutions.

ManageEngine has 

recorded 20% year-

on-year growth in both 

revenue and customer 

numbers across the MENA 

region. This highlights 

the growing demand for 

integrated IT management 

and cybersecurity 

solutions among 

organizations across the 

Middle East.

This year, AI-powered 

automation is the key 

focus for ManageEngine 

at GISEC. ManageEngine 

will showcase Zia Agents, 

its proprietary AI-powered 

autonomous agents, to 

demonstrate how IT and 

security operations can 

be transformed and made 

EDR triage, and device 

diagnostics, reducing 

manual effort and enabling 

security teams to focus on 

critical decisions.

With identity security 

emerging as a focus 

area for organisations, 

especially those that 

increasingly need to 

protect identities and 

privileged access, 

ManageEngine will 

also showcase Identity 

Access, the newest 

addition to Identity360, 

its cloud-based IAM 

platform for enterprises. 

Identity Access delivers 

unified, directory-

independent access 

management across the 

entire workforce, and its 

applications, endpoints, 

and infrastructure, 

extending even to the 

environments that 

are hardest to secure 

consistently: hybrid, 

multi-OS, and unmanaged 

or non-domain-joined 

estates.

“One of the biggest 

challenges in the Middle 

East today is complexity. 

Businesses are managing 

cloud and on-premises 

infrastructure, remote 

users, multiple endpoints, 

and applications while 

simultaneously dealing 

with the threat landscape 

and a shortage of 

skilled IT and security 

professionals”, said 

Sujoy Banerjee, regional 

business director, 

ManageEngine. “AI is 

becoming part of almost 

every organisation’s IT 

strategy, but we believe 

AI adoption cannot come 

at the cost of security or 

governance. AI should 

help teams automate 

repetitive tasks, improve 

incident resolution, 

identify anomalies, and 

make faster decisions, 

while organisations retain 

visibility into what data 

is being used, where it is 

going, and who has access 

to it”.

Endpoint security and 

ransomware protection, 

along with cloud security, 

hybrid IT, and the need for 

complete visibility across 

increasingly distributed 

environments, will also 

remain high on the agenda. 

ManageEngine’s message 

at GISEC 2026 centers on 

bringing IT operations and 

cybersecurity together: 

Organisations need 

visibility across their IT 

environment before they 

can secure and manage it 

effectively.

We believe AI adoption cannot 
come at the cost of security or 
governance”.
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VMRay, a developer 

of advanced malware 

analysis and threat 

detection solutions, 

together with its regional 

distribution partner Shifra, 

recently announced its 

participation at GISEC 

Global 2026. 

Taking place from 

September 16–18, 2026, 

at the Dubai Exhibition 

Centre, Expo City Dubai, 

the event serves as an 

open forum for VMRay 

to analyse the structural 

changes in modern 

several security systems, 

teams can ask SoCMate 

a plain-language question 

and receive a connected 

view of suspicious activity, 

related evidence, attack 

context and identify the 

next best action.  

This helps security 

teams understand whether 

an alert is isolated or part 

of a wider attack path, 

improving their ability 

to act before a threat 

expands. As attackers 

increasingly use AI to 

increase the speed, scale, 

and sophistication of their 

operations, this pressure 

is growing. IBM’s 2026 

Report found a 56% 

increase in AI-driven 

attacks, while the UAE 

faces at least 200,000 

cyberattack attempts 

daily. 

Paramount unveils GCC-Born AI-powered 
SoCMate at GISEC 2026 
Launched at Microsoft’s GISEC stand, the first-of-its-kind assistant helps teams connect security data 
with natural language to reduce complex investigations from hours to minutes. 

Paramount, a UAE-

headquartered 

cybersecurity company, 

recently announced the 

launch of SoCMate, a 

first-of-its-kind GCC-born 

AI-powered security 

investigation assistant, 

at the Microsoft stand 

during GISEC Global 

2026, taking place from 

16-18 September at Dubai 

Exhibition Centre, Expo 

City Dubai. 

Developed for 

CISOs and Level 2 and 

Level 3 cybersecurity 

professionals, SoCMate 

helps teams investigate 

threats in natural language, 

connect fragmented 

threat data and move 

from alert to action faster, 

with speed, consistency 

and context, to contain 

threats before they spread. 

The solution can reduce 

investigations that often 

take several hours to just 

a few minutes. SoCMate 

is currently available for 

Microsoft Sentinel. 

A connected view of 

every threat  

For cyber professionals, 

this changes how 

investigation begins. 

Modern SOCs have 

access to vast volumes 

of security information 

from endpoint detection, 

identity and access 

management systems, 

cloud environments and 

threat intelligence sources, 

but finding and connecting 

the evidence needed for 

an investigation can be 

time-intensive. Instead of 

needing to know where 

every clue sits across 

Pradeep Menon, Chief 

AI and Security Officer at 

Paramount, said: “SOC 

teams are dealing with 

exponentially growing 

volumes of security data, 

and the real challenge is 

turning that information 

into actionable intelligence 

quickly enough to prevent 

or contain attacks. 

SoCMate brings a first-of-

its-kind approach to SOC 

investigation, changing 

the analyst experience 

from searching manually 

through fragmented 

data to working with an 

assistant that can connect 

signals, build context and 

guide the next action, while 

keeping critical response 

decisions with the security 

professionals responsible 

for them”.  

Investigations reduced 

from hours to minutes 

SoCMate’s impact is 

especially significant when 

teams deal with complex 

attack activity. The solution 

reduces several-hour 

investigations of complex 

attacks moving across 

company systems and 

suspected data theft to 

about eight to 10 minutes, 

giving SOC teams faster 

context for containment 

decisions. The value is not 

only shorter investigation 

time, but stronger context, 

fewer missed signals, and 

more consistent analysis 

before threats move deeper 

into the environment. The 

solution has also been 

tested across malware 

alerts, phishing cases, 

privilege misuse, suspicious 

indicators, and incident 

timelines.  

By enabling 

professionals to 

investigate in natural 

language, SoCMate 

reduces dependence on 

advanced coding skills 

and deep knowledge of 

security data structures. 

It can help teams work 

more consistently across 

experience levels, increase 

SOC throughput, and free 

experienced professionals 

to focus on threat hunting, 

prioritisation and response 

decisions. This is key as 

it helps bridge the global 

cybersecurity workforce 

gap, estimated at 4.8 

million professionals. 

Premchand Kurup, 

CEO of Paramount, 

said: “Across the Middle 

East, organisations are 

expanding digital services, 

cloud environments and 

connected infrastructure 

at speed. That creates a 

clear need for continuous 

security monitoring that 

can operate 24x7 without 

depending solely on scarce 

specialist resources. 

AI-assisted investigation 

can help make that 

model more accessible 

by reducing the time and 

cost involved in qualifying 

incidents, while keeping 

human oversight central to 

response decisions”. 

SoCMate is designed 

to work alongside an 

organisation’s existing SOC 

technology rather than 

requiring teams to replace 

their current environment. 

With current support 

for Microsoft Sentinel, 

Paramount aims to make 

AI-assisted investigation a 

practical part of everyday 

SOC operations, helping 

security teams build 

the speed, context and 

capacity needed to keep 

pace with faster, more 

complex threats.  

Visitors to Paramount’s 

booth at Stand ME1214 

in Hall SS2 can request a 

SoCMate demonstration 

during GISEC Global 2026. 

SoCMate changes the analyst 
experience from searching manually 
to working with an assistant that 
can connect signals”.

VMRay to challenge conventional 
cyber defence at GISEC Global 2026
Partnering with regional distributor Shifra, VMRay will showcase advanced 
analysis built for fast, novel, and hyper-targeted attacks.

but understanding what 

it actually does—its 

full execution path, its 

external infrastructure, 

and its operational 

intent. Gaining this deep 

behavioural clarity is what 

allows security teams to 

construct precise threat 

intelligence tailored to 

their unique infrastructure, 

moving away from a 

reliance on generic, 

outdated indicators.

 

The multi-stage realities 

of modern phishing

The transformation of 

phishing underscores 

why traditional detection 

models struggle. A threat 

that once materialised as a 

single suspicious email has 

evolved into an intricate, 

multi-stage delivery 

path. Security teams 

now routinely encounter 

password-protected 

attachments, QR codes 

routed through multi-

layered redirection chains, 

and fragmented payloads 

engineered to appear 

benign at every individual 

inspection point.

“When threats are 

designed to evade surface-

level filters at scale, a 

simple ‘clean or malicious’ 

flag leaves critical gaps”, 

explained Hüseyin Fatih 

Akar, Security Product 

Manager at VMRay. 

“Defenders need clear 

insight into the exact 

mechanics of an attack—

its specific behaviors, 

target objectives, and 

evasion protocols. By 

providing stable, evasion-

resistant analysis, we 

help organisations turn 

complex, obscured 

technical data into clear, 

actionable context for their 

daily operations”.

 

Inside the booth: Clear 

signal for the security 

operations centre

At Stand D120 in Hall 

6, VMRay and Shifra 

will demonstrate how 

advanced malware 

and phishing analysis, 

combined with targeted 

threat intelligence—

including the proprietary 

UniqueSignal feed—can 

reduce operational 

noise for defenders. The 

showcase will focus on a 

fundamental operational 

principle: automation 

within Security Operations 

Centres (SOC) and Incident 

Response (IR) workflows 

is only as reliable as the 

underlying analysis feeding 

it. Visitors will explore how 

removing environmental 

noise and analytical blind 

spots allows security 

teams to make confident, 

repeatable operational 

decisions.

cyber risk. The company 

encourages organisations 

to look beyond static 

compliance and instead 

build defenses that adapt 

directly to the urgent, 

shifting realities of the 

threat landscape.

“Defenders face an 

environment where 

evasive, novel and highly 

targeted threats easily 

bypass traditional network 

perimeters”, said Dr. 

Carsten Willems, CEO of 

VMRay. “In this setting, 

knowing that something 

is malicious is where the 

work begins, not where it 

ends. A verdict answers 

whether a threat is real, 

but not what it does, and 

it is that understanding, 

not a checkmark, that lets 

teams respond and build 

intelligence they can trust. 

At GISEC Global 2026, we 

intend to help enterprises 

look past surface-

level reassurance and 

transition toward deep, 

behavioral resilience that 

addresses risks as they 

actually exist”.

 

Navigating an 

Environment of Speed, 

Scale, and Orchestration

For modern security 

teams, the primary 

operational challenge has 

fundamentally shifted. 

Across the Middle East, 

organisational vulnerability 

is no longer driven solely 

by isolated, novel exploits. 

Rather, the challenge 

stems from the speed, 

scale, and coordinated 

orchestration of modern 

delivery mechanisms. 

AI-assisted threat actors, 

decentralised delivery 

pipelines, and hyper-

targeted tactics mean 

that malicious files, links, 

and infrastructure now 

penetrate enterprise 

ecosystems faster than 

conventional human and 

automated controls can 

interpret them.

This systemic 

acceleration changes the 

defender’s core question. 

The priority is no longer 

just discovering whether 

an artifact is malicious 




