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Salam will showcase connectivity, cloud and AI-enabled infrastructure designed to support digital transformation 
across industry, healthcare, mobility, security and enterprise operations in Saudi Arabia.

Ericsson reaffirms commitment to Saudi Arabia’s 
digital future at LEAP 2026
Under the theme “Enter New Horizons”, Ericsson will present developments in 5G Advanced, AI powered networks and 
mission critical connectivity.
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future of governments, 

enterprises, and 

communities in the 

Kingdom.

“Our Connectivity+ 

vision takes us beyond the 

core, delivering purpose-

driven, technology-

driven solutions that 

harness innovation and 

expertise. As the critical 

infrastructure provider 

connecting the Kingdom’s 

most ambitious initiatives, 

we are proud to bring 

connectivity, cloud, and 

AI-enabled solutions to the 

world stage.

Showcasing sector-

focused technologies

Salam’s LEAP 2026 

exhibit will feature Industry 

4.0 smart manufacturing 

technology, including a 

live Industrial Internet of 

Things-enabled command 

centre designed to 

demonstrate connected 

and data-driven industrial 

operations.

AI-powered healthcare 

solutions will include 

advanced diagnostic 

For the fifth consecutive 
year, Ericsson will be 
present at LEAP 2026, 
taking place August 31 
to September 03, 2026, 
at the Riyadh Exhibition 
and Convention Centre, 
Malham.

Demonstrating its 
continued commitment 
to Saudi Vision 2030 
and the Kingdom’s 
digital future, Ericsson 
will showcase advanced 
solutions, live technology 
demonstrations and 
share insights into how 
5G, artificial intelligence 
(AI) and programmable 
networks are shaping 
the next phase of 
Saudi Arabia’s digital 
transformation.

Under the theme 
“Enter New Horizons”, 
Ericsson will present 
how communications 
service providers 
and enterprises can 
use 5G Standalone, 
programmable networks 
and AI-driven automation 
to enable new services, 
improve network 
operations, support 
emerging AI-driven 
applications and scale 
digital infrastructure 
across the Kingdom.

Through collaboration 
with communication 
service providers, 
enterprises and public 
sector stakeholders, 
Ericsson continues to 
support the development 

Etihad Salam Telecom 

Company (Salam) has 

announced its strategic 

sponsorship of LEAP 

2026, taking place from 

31 August to 3 September 

at the Riyadh Exhibition 

and Convention Center in 

Malham, Saudi Arabia.

Salam will present a 

portfolio of connectivity, 

cloud and AI-enabled 

infrastructure solutions 

under its “Powering 

What’s Next” theme. The 

company’s participation 

will highlight its expanding 

role in supporting 

government, enterprise 

and community ambitions 

through a unified national 

network.

Aligned with LEAP 

2026’s “Into New 

Worlds” theme, Salam 

will demonstrate how 

its Connectivity+ 

strategy combines core 

telecommunications 

infrastructure with cloud, 

artificial intelligence and 

industry-specific digital 

solutions.

Eng. Ahmed Al Anqari, 

CEO of Salam, said: 

“Salam’s strategic 

sponsorship of LEAP 

2026 marks a defining 

moment in our evolution. 

With Salam 2.0, we are 

transforming from a 

connectivity provider 

into a trusted technology 

partner, enabling the 

of advanced connectivity 
that enables new digital 
services, strengthens 
industry innovation and 
contributes to Saudi 

Arabia’s long term digital 
transformation.

Ericsson’s booth 
will feature interactive 
demonstrations and 

technical sessions 
highlighting innovations 
across 5G Advanced, 
artificial intelligence 
and mission critical 

networks. Visitors 
will explore use cases 
including augmented 
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increasingly distributed 

environments with 

greater simplicity and 

control. 

•	 �HPE AI Factory with 

NVIDIA: Continuing 

to expand its HPE AI 

Factory with NVIDIA 

portfolio, HPE provides 

integrated AI factory 

solutions designed 

to help organisations 

deploy and scale AI 

securely and efficiently. 

This full-stack portfolio 

includes HPE hardware, 

services, and software, 

alongside NVIDIA 

accelerated computing, 

networking, and 

software. Visitors can 

explore capabilities 

for sovereign AI and 

AI at-scale, smart 

spatial applications, 

and technologies 

supporting demanding 

AI environments, 

HPE brings key innovations including sovereign AI factory 
with NVIDIA and self-driving networks to Riyadh
Visitors will learn more about secure, scalable AI and data-driven infrastructure, autonomous networking capabilities, and the latest 
developments on the HPE ‘Saudi Made’ initiative.

HPE will return to LEAP, 

taking place 31 August 

– 3 September 2026 at 

the Riyadh International 

Convention & Exhibition 

Center in Malham, Saudi 

Arabia. For the fifth edition 

of the award-winning 

global technology event, 

HPE will showcase its 

latest innovations across 

AI, hybrid cloud and 

networking solutions, 

designed to enable 

organisations to overcome 

technological challenges, 

unlock new opportunities, 

and to set new standards 

for performance and 

connectivity. As a 

technology partner for 

HPE’s AI factory showcase, 

NVIDIA will support 

demonstrations of HPE 

AI Factory with NVIDIA, 

showing how organisations 

can build and operate 

secure, scalable AI 

factories.

The company will also 

share key updates on 

the HPE ‘Saudi Made’ 

initiative, reinforcing HPE’s 

commitment to the Saudi 

Arabia market. At stand 

H1.L40 visitors will have 

the opportunity to engage 

with HPE’s technical 

experts and learn about 

how HPE empowers 

organisations to optimise 

operational performance, 

transform data into 

foresight, and maximise 

their impact. 

 

What to Expect at HPE’s 

LEAP 2026 Showcase: 

•	� HPE Self-Driving 

Networks: Combining 

innovations across 

HPE Aruba Networking 

and HPE Juniper 

Networking, HPE 

provides a secure, 

AI-native networking 

foundation that can 

detect, diagnose and 

remediate issues in real 

time. The showcase will 

highlight the latest HPE 

Networking capabilities, 

including self-driving 

networks for across 

campus, branch and 

wide area environments, 

centralised routing 

and zero trust 

architectures that help 

organisations manage 

including the HPE 

Cray Supercomputing 

GX5000 featuring 100 

percent direct liquid 

cooling. 

•	� The HPE hybrid cloud 

portfolio: HPE brings 

together unified hybrid 

cloud management, 

private cloud, cyber 

resilience, AI-ready 

data and storage, 

and mission-critical 

compute capabilities 

to help organisations 

modernise and manage 

their IT environments. 

Visitors will be able 

to learn how HPE 

helps organisations 

accelerate AI adoption 

with HPE Private 

Cloud AI, a turnkey AI 

factory solution co-

engineered with NVIDIA, 

simplify operations 

across virtualised, 

cloud-native and AI 

workloads, strengthen 

data protection and 

resilience, and build 

a secure, flexible 

foundation for their 

evolving business 

needs.

•	� HPE’s Innovations 

in Sports and 

Entertainment: By 

combining intelligent 

networking, hybrid 

cloud, and AI 

capabilities, HPE 

provides the digital 

foundation for 

connected, data-

driven venues. In the 

spirit of the upcoming 

global sporting events, 

visitors can discover 

how these technologies 

can simplify venue 

operations, support 

secure and reliable 

connectivity, and deliver 

more connected fan 

experiences.

“LEAP is a premier 

platform that brings 

together innovators, 

technology leaders, and 

visionaries from across the 

region, and we’re proud to 

be part of this cornerstone 

event” said Mohammad 

Alrehaili, VP and Managing 

Director, Middle East, 

HPE. “This event 

provides an unparalleled 

opportunity to showcase 

how our broad portfolio 

of AI, hybrid cloud, and 

networking solutions 

supports Saudi Arabia’s 

Vision 2030. We look 

forward to engaging 

discussions, strengthening 

partnerships, and 

delivering impactful 

solutions to our customers 

and partners.” 

To meet our experts and 

experience HPE’s latest 

innovations, visit us at the 

HPE stand H1.L40.

We look forward to engaging 
discussions, strengthening 
partnerships, and delivering 
impactful solutions to our 
customers and partners.”
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Salam...

Ericsson...

Our participation reflects our 
proven ability to scale with the 
nation’s digital transformation and 
our dedication to powering what 
comes next for Saudi Vision 2030”

capabilities and video-

based biomarker 

technology. The company 

will also present mobility 

and logistics platforms 

supporting real-time fleet 

management and digital-

twin simulations.

Salam’s AI and security 

capabilities will be 

demonstrated through 

smart-environment 

applications, video 

analytics and cybersecurity 

solutions. Its enterprise 

infrastructure portfolio will 

include AI-as-a-Service, 

customer-experience 

platforms and mission-

critical communications.

The showcase reflects 

Salam’s evolution beyond 

traditional connectivity 

services towards an 

integrated technology-

partner model. Through 

its strategic sponsorship, 

the company aims to 

demonstrate how scalable 

digital infrastructure can 

support Saudi Arabia’s 

economic diversification 

and digital transformation 

under Vision 2030.

reality experiences, 
differentiated 
connectivity and 
mission critical 
network scenarios, 
providing insight 
into future networks 
and how advanced 

LEAP provides an important platform 
for Ericsson to showcase how our 
innovations are supporting Saudi 
Arabia’s digital transformation”.

connectivity platforms 
are enabling industries 
to digitalise operations, 
improve efficiency and 
unlock new service 
opportunities.

Håkan Cervell, 
President of Ericsson 
Saudi Arabia, says: 
“LEAP provides an 
important platform for 
Ericsson to showcase 
how our innovations 
are supporting Saudi 

Arabia’s digital 
transformation. Through 
advancements in 5G, 
AI and programmable 
networks, we are 

enabling service 
providers and 
enterprises to 
strengthen digital 
infrastructure, unlock 

new opportunities and 
support the Kingdom’s 
Vision 2030 ambitions 
and long-term digital 
future”.

As Ericsson marks 
150 years of shaping 
communications, 
the company also 
recognizes a partnership 
with Saudi Arabia 
spanning almost 
half a century. Over 
nearly five decades, 

Ericsson has supported 
the development 
of the Kingdom’s 
communications 
networks, from early 
telecommunications 
infrastructure to the 
deployment of 5G 
and advanced digital 
services.

Visit Ericsson at Hall 1, 
Big Tech Zone at LEAP 
2026 to explore the 
future of connectivity.
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More than 1,000 investors 

from over 900 firms, 

representing US$14.3 

trillion in combined assets 

under management, will 

attend LEAP 2026 in 

Riyadh from 31 August to 3 

September.

The fifth edition of the 

technology event will 

connect sovereign wealth 

funds, venture capital firms 

and institutional investors 

with founders, technology 

companies and market-

ready innovations. LEAP 

2025 generated US$14.9 

billion in investment 

announcements.

Leading Saudi and 

international investors 

confirmed for this year’s 

event include the Public 

Investment Fund, General 

Atlantic, HUMAIN, Aramco 

Ventures, Merak Capital, 

Impact46, 500 Global, 

Sanabil Investments, Raed 

Ventures, J.P. Morgan, 

STV, Gobi Partners, 

Morgan Stanley and MSA 

Capital.

Capital strategy will 

form a central part of the 

LEAP 2026 programme. 

Pre-scheduled one-to-

one meetings will connect 

startups directly with 

investors, supported by 

a wider matchmaking 

initiative for fund managers, 

capital providers, exhibitors 

and VIPs.

AI-powered 

matchmaking through 

the LEAP app will help 

participants identify and 

connect with relevant 

investors, founders and 

businesses during the 

event.

LEAP 2026 draws investors managing 
US$14.3 trillion to Riyadh
More than 1,000 investors will join global technology leaders from AMD, HUMAIN, Lenovo and Accenture Song as LEAP 
connects capital with AI innovation and market-ready startups.

“LEAP has become an 

increasingly important 

platform for bringing 

together the founders, 

investors and industry 

leaders shaping the future 

of technology,” said Mazin 

Alzaidi, General Partner at 

STV.

“AI continues to 

transform industries 

worldwide, and the ability 

to connect ambitious 

entrepreneurs with 

experienced investors 

and strategic partners 

has never been more 

critical. The concentration 

of innovation, capital 

and global expertise 

at LEAP reflects Saudi 

Arabia’s growing role as a 

destination for technology 

investment and long-term 

growth.”

Supporting startup 

growth

Ecosystem Xchange will 

focus on market access, 

investment readiness, 

soft-landing support and 

cross-border collaboration 

through partner-led 

workshops, startup 

pitches and ecosystem 

showcases.

LEAP Connect will 

provide a dedicated 

networking environment 

where investors, founders 

and industry leaders can 

establish relationships 

beyond formal meetings.

Rocket Fuel, LEAP’s 

flagship startup 

competition, will connect 

selected startups with 

venture capital firms, 

institutional investors and 

strategic partners.

partnerships drive 

innovation and emerging 

technologies scale into real 

businesses. That’s what 

makes LEAP different, 

and that’s the future we’re 

continuing to build.”

Global AI leaders join 

programme

Saudi Arabia’s designation 

of 2026 as the Year of 

Artificial Intelligence will 

place AI infrastructure, 

enterprise deployment and 

emerging applications at 

the centre of the event.

Dr Lisa Su, Chair and 

Chief Executive Officer 

of AMD, and Tareq Amin, 

Chief Executive Officer of 

HUMAIN, will headline the 

programme.

Other confirmed 

speakers include Matthew 

Zielinski, Executive 

Vice President of 

International Markets at 

Lenovo, and Nick Law, 

Creative Chairperson of 

Accenture Song. Senior 

representatives from EY, 

PwC, Qualcomm, Luma 

AI and other technology 

organisations will also 

participate.

According to the event 

organisers, more than 

three-quarters of Saudi 

organisations expect AI 

to deliver returns at scale 

within 12 months.

“Saudi Arabia has rapidly 

established itself as one of 

the world’s most exciting 

technology markets,” said 

Mike Champion, CEO of 

Tahaluf and Co-creator of 

LEAP.

“The calibre of 

leaders joining LEAP 

this year reflects that 

transformation. Riyadh 

has become a place 

where the world’s biggest 

technology companies 

come together not only 

to discuss the future 

of AI, but to build it 

through collaboration, 

investment and real-world 

applications.”

Tech Arena focuses on 

AI in action

Tech Arena will return as 

LEAP’s flagship innovation 

stage, with this year’s 

programme placing 

greater emphasis on 

working technologies and 

practical applications.

Around 93 per cent 

of Tech Arena sessions 

will include a live 

demonstration, working 

prototype or inventor-led 

discussion, compared with 

62 per cent in 2025.

Aadeel Akhtar, Founder 

and Chief Executive 

Officer of PSYONIC, 

will demonstrate the 

company’s AI-powered 

prosthetic hand, which 

reads muscle signals and 

adapts to its wearer in real 

time.

Andreas Forsland, 

Founder and Chief 

Executive Officer of 

LEAP has become an increasingly 
important platform for bringing 
together the founders, investors 
and industry leaders shaping 
the future of technology”.

One hundred startups, 

selected from more than 

3,000 global applications, 

will pitch for US$1 million 

in equity-free funding. The 

participating companies 

represent more than 40 

nationalities, 12 sectors 

and over 60 subsectors.

Selected startups 

include Think AI, Zinki AI, 

Annot8, EleeN, Uvera, 

RightNowAI, DuoKey and 

AtomicaAI.

Saudi startup Ejari 

will also return to LEAP 

after first connecting 

with an investor during 

the 2023 edition. The 

initial connection led to a 

US$400,000 investment 

that supported the 

company’s expansion 

across Saudi Arabia.

“When LEAP launched 

five years ago, our 

ambition was to create 

more than a technology 

event. We wanted to build 

a platform where the 

people shaping the future 

of technology could come 

together to create lasting 

impact,” said Annabelle 

Mander, Executive Vice-

President and Co-Creator 

of LEAP.

“Today, LEAP has 

become a place where 

ideas attract investment, 

Cognixion, will present 

Axon-R, a non-invasive 

brain-computer 

interface combining 

electroencephalography, 

augmented reality and AI 

to translate neural signals 

into action.

The demonstrations will 

explore the role of AI in 

healthcare, accessibility, 

rehabilitation, human 

augmentation and human-

machine interaction.

LEAP 2026 will also 

introduce the Inventor 

Fireside Chat series, 

connecting attendees with 

engineers and scientists 

behind prominent 

technology developments. 

Featured speakers include 

Mike Pell, one of the 

creators of the PDF format 

at Adobe.

“What makes LEAP 

significant is its breadth. It 

is rare to find chipmakers, 

cloud providers, frontier 

model developers and 

the teams applying AI in 

healthcare and robotics 

together in one place,” said 

Marco Biaggi, MENA AI 

and Data Leader at EY.

“Seeing them side by 

side is how organisations 

understand where the 

technology is genuinely 

heading, and that clarity 

is hard to find anywhere 

else.”

LEAP 2026 will bring 

together investors, 

founders, technology 

developers and enterprise 

leaders as Riyadh 

strengthens its position as 

a centre for AI innovation, 

technology investment and 

international collaboration.
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Veeam Software, the Data 

and AI Trust Company, 

will return to LEAP 2026 

for its sixth consecutive 

year, demonstrating its 

continued investment 

in Saudi Arabia and its 

commitment to helping 

organisations build 

trusted, resilient data 

foundations for the AI era.

Under the theme 

‘Trusted Data Resilience 

for the AI Era in 

Saudi Arabia’, Veeam 

will showcase how 

organisations across the 

Kingdom can strengthen 

cyber resilience, secure 

critical data, accelerate 

AI adoption and 

confidently navigate cloud 

transformation in support 

of Saudi Vision 2030.

Veeam will demonstrate 

its latest innovations in 

data resilience, cyber 

recovery, AI readiness, 

hybrid cloud data 

Veeam showcases trusted data resilience for the AI era 
at LEAP 2026, reinforcing commitment to Saudi Arabia
Helping organisations see, govern and recover trusted data as they accelerate AI 
adoption and digital transformation across the Kingdom.

protection, and Microsoft 

365 resilience. Veeam 

will also have a presence 

at the AmiViz booth at 

DeepFest and sponsor the 

Premium Lounge, creating 

additional opportunities 

for executive, customer 

and partner engagement 

throughout the event.

“Saudi Arabia is one 

of the fastest-growing 

digital economies in the 

region, with organisations 

embracing cloud, AI and 

data-driven innovation at 

remarkable speed,” said 

Mena Migally, Regional 

Vice President for EMEA 

East at Veeam. “As this 

transformation accelerates, 

resilience must become 

a strategic priority. Our 

continued investment in 

the Kingdom, including 

expanding our local 

team, strengthening our 

partner ecosystem and 

deepening relationships 

with customers across the 

public and private sectors, 

reflects our long-term 

commitment to supporting 

Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 

ambitions. LEAP provides 

an important opportunity 

to engage with customers 

and partners as they 

build secure, trusted, and 

resilient digital foundations 

for the future.”

 

Veeam‘s demonstrations 

this year will focus on:

•	� Data resilience and 

cyber recovery.

•	� Ransomware 

preparedness and 

recovery.

•	� Disaster recovery and 

business continuity.

•	� Data security across 

hybrid and multi-cloud 

environments.

•	� AI readiness 

through trusted data 

foundations.

•	� Microsoft 365 resilience 

and cloud data protection.

The company will 

also highlight the recent 

acquisition of Securiti AI, 

strengthening Veeam’s 

ability to help organisations 

securely govern, protect 

and prepare enterprise 

data for AI adoption while 

maintaining compliance 

and trust.

Saudi Arabia is one of the fastest-
growing digital economies in 
the region, with organisations 
embracing cloud, AI and data-driven 
innovation at remarkable speed”.

“Artificial intelligence 

is only as trustworthy as 

the data that powers it,” 

said Tim Pfaelzer, General 

Manager and Senior 

Vice President for EMEA 

at Veeam. “Across the 

region, organisations are 

moving beyond simply 

protecting data. They 

are building resilient, 

secure, and well-governed 

data environments that 

enable innovation with 

confidence. Through our 

expanding ecosystem of 

technology and channel 

partners, our strengthened 

AI capabilities, and our 

continued investment in 

cyber resilience, Veeam 

is helping customers 

unlock the full potential 

of AI while ensuring their 

data remains protected, 

recoverable and trusted.”

Veeam’s participation 

at LEAP reflects its long-

term commitment to 

Saudi Arabia, including the 

continued expansion of its 

local team following the 

establishment of its legal 

entity in the Kingdom. By 

strengthening its partner 

ecosystem, deepening 

customer engagement and 

delivering technologies 

that enable secure cloud 

adoption and AI readiness, 

Veeam continues to 

support Saudi Arabia’s 

Vision 2030 objectives 

while helping organisations 

build resilient digital 

infrastructures for the 

future.

During LEAP, Veeam 

will also honour leading 

public sector and 

enterprise customers 

through its Customer 

Appreciation Awards 

programme, recognising 

organisations that have 

demonstrated leadership 

in data resilience and 

digital transformation. 

Awards are expected to be 

presented to organisations 

spanning government, 

financial services, aviation, 

telecommunications and 

other critical infrastructure 

sectors.

Visitors can meet Veeam 

at Hall 2, Stand L40 at 

LEAP 2026, connect with 

the team in the Premium 

Lounge, and attend the 

keynote session by Tim 

Pfaelzer on the LEAP Main 

Stage, “Enabling Safe AI 

at Scale in an Era of Global 

Uncertainty”.

To schedule a meeting 

with Veeam executives 

during LEAP, please visit: 

go.veeam.com/event-

meet-leap. For more 

information, visit www.

veeam.com

Mena Migally

Digital transformation 

has entered a new phase. 

Organisations today are 

no longer struggling to 

collect data, but they are 

seeking ways to connect 

it, contextualise it and 

transform it into actionable 

intelligence.

This is the challenge 

Octave is addressing as it 

returns to LEAP 2026.

Earlier this year, 

Octave launched as an 

independent company 

following its spin-off from 

Hexagon. While the name 

is new, the expertise 

behind it is anything 

but. Built on decades of 

innovation and trusted by 

many of the world’s leading 

industrial organizations, 

Octave continues the 

legacy of Hexagon’s Asset 

Lifecycle Intelligence 

Octave at LEAP 2026: Unleashing 
intelligence at scale
Octave will demonstrate how organisations can improve operational resilience, optimise investment 
decisions, and respond faster to changing business conditions.  

business while bringing 

together an expanded 

portfolio of industrial, 

engineering and geospatial 

technologies under one 

unified vision.

The result is a software 

company purpose-built to 

help organizations simplify 

complexity across the 

entire asset lifecycle, from 

design and construction 

to operations and the 

protection of critical 

infrastructure.

Across the Middle 

East, governments 

and enterprises are 

accelerating investments 

in AI, digital twins, smart 

infrastructure and 

industrial modernisation 

as part of ambitious 

national transformation 

programmes. Yet one 

challenge remains 

of trusted information 

across the asset lifecycle, 

organisations can improve 

operational resilience, 

optimise investment 

decisions, reduce risk and 

respond faster to changing 

business conditions.

Rather than treating AI 

as a standalone capability, 

Octave believes its true 

value lies in enriching 

trusted operational data 

with intelligence that is 

contextual, explainable, 

and actionable. This 

enables organisations not 

only to predict and analyse, 

but to make faster, more 

informed decisions at 

enterprise scale.

“Our heritage gives us 

a unique perspective on 

the challenges industrial 

organisations face,” says 

Joseph El Bitar, Senior 

Vice President & General 

Manager, Middle East, 

Türkiye & Africa at Octave. 

“As Octave, we are building 

a strong foundation 

established within Hexagon 

while sharpening our focus 

on helping customers 

connect information 

across their operations and 

Technology has evolved, but our 
commitment to our customers 
remains exactly the same”.

consistent: valuable data 

is often trapped across 

disconnected systems, 

limiting visibility and 

slowing decision-making.

True digital 

transformation is not 

achieved by adding more 

technology. It comes 

from connecting existing 

technologies to create a 

trusted digital foundation 

that enables organisations 

to make better decisions 

with confidence.

At LEAP 2026, Octave 

will demonstrate how by 

creating a continuous flow 

unlock intelligence at scale. 

Technology has evolved, 

but our commitment to our 

customers remains exactly 

the same”.

LEAP has become 

one of the region’s most 

influential technology 

events, bringing together 

innovators, policymakers 

and industry leaders who 

are shaping the future of 

digital economies. For 

Octave, it provides the 

ideal platform to engage 

with organisations looking 

to move beyond isolated 

digital initiatives towards 

connected, enterprise-

wide transformation.

As industries continue 

to navigate increasing 

operational complexity, 

economic pressures, and 

evolving sustainability 

objectives, the ability to 

connect data across the 

entire lifecycle will become 

a defining competitive 

advantage.

Visitors attending 

LEAP 2026 are invited to 

meet the Octave team to 

discover how connected 

intelligence can help their 

organisations design 

smarter, build faster, 

operate more efficiently, 

and protect what matters 

most.

Visit Octave at LEAP 

2026 at booth H4 I60 

and discover how we’re 

unleashing intelligence at 

scale.

Joseph El Bitar
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Mannai Information Technology to showcase 
AI innovation at LEAP 2026
The company will showcase AI, connected stadiums, smart cities, cybersecurity, cloud and digital 
infrastructure solutions supporting Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 ambitions.

backbone for the next 

phase. Through our 

participation, we look 

forward to showcasing 

how AI, data and 

infrastructure work 

together to support the 

technological ambitions 

of the Kingdom. Our 

priority is outcomes, the 

partnerships that make 

those outcomes possible, 

and our role as a trusted 

technology partner in 

Saudi Arabia’s digital 

future.” 

At the booth, a 

series of interactive 

demonstrations will 

focus on practical, 

real-world outcomes 

rather than individual 

technologies, showing 

how organisations can 

use these capabilities 

to improve operational 

efficiency, strengthen 

security, enhance user 

experiences and unlock 

new opportunities 

for innovation. 

Conversations will 

be led by MIT KSA’s 

own expertise and 

understanding of regional 

market needs, drawing 

on a broad ecosystem 

of global technology 

partners. 

New partnerships 

and joint initiatives 

with leading Saudi and 

regional organisations, 

alongside continued 

engagement with global 

technology leaders, will 

be a key focus for the 

company at LEAP 2026. 

These collaborations 

underscore MIT KSA’s 

long-term commitment 

to Saudi Arabia and its 

ambition to contribute 

meaningfully to the 

Kingdom’s Vision 2030 

objectives through 

knowledge-sharing, 

innovation, and impactful 

technology partnerships. 

Mannai Information 

Technology Saudi Arabia 

will be present at Hall 4, 

Stand H.20, within the 

SportsTech Hall, where 

visitors can engage 

with the team’s experts 

and experience these 

solutions firsthand.

Through our 
participation, 
we look forward 
to showcasing 
how AI, data and 
infrastructure 
work together 
to support the 
technological 
ambitions of the 
Kingdom.”

Mannai Information 

Technology Saudi 

Arabia (MIT KSA), part 

of Mannai Corporation 

QPSC, announced its 

participation in LEAP 

2026, taking place from 

August 31 to September 

3 at the Riyadh Exhibition 

and Conference Center - 

Malham. The company’s 

presence at the event 

reflects its growing 

focus on how artificial 

intelligence, connected 

stadiums, smart 

cities, cybersecurity, 

cloud transformation, 

intelligent digital 

infrastructure, and digital 

workplace innovation 

are transforming sports, 

cities, and enterprises 

across Saudi Arabia. 

 Mannai Information 

Technology’s 

participation follows the 

recent opening of its 

regional headquarters in 

Riyadh, deepening the 

company’s local delivery 

capabilities and customer 

relationships in the 

Kingdom. It also comes 

as the Kingdom’s sports 

industry scales rapidly 

under Vision 2030, 

from the growth of the 

Saudi Pro League to the 

country’s preparations to 

host the FIFA World Cup 

2034. Alongside, national 

efforts like SDAIA’s AI 

strategy and the National 

Gaming and Esports 

Strategy are creating 

fresh demand for the 

technology that powers 

connected stadiums, 

smart venues and the 

wider digital economy 

around them.   

“Sports, cities and 

enterprises across Saudi 

Arabia are converging as 

the Kingdom advances 

towards the next phase 

of growth and economic 

diversification. LEAP 

2026 gives us a platform 

to bring its regional 

expertise to bear on 

that opportunity,” said 

Lakshimi Narayanan, 

General Manager, Mannai 

Information Technology 

Saudi Arabia.

 “AI, connectivity 

and cloud form the 

Lakshimi Narayanan

a US$40 billion fund 

and a US$135 billion 

GDP ambition by 2030, 

KSA is redefining 

what intelligent cities 

look like,” said Burcak 

Soydan, Managing 

Director, NTT DATA, 

Middle East.

“We are showing how 

sovereign AI, agentic 

AI and connected data 

platforms help cities 

move from connected to 

being truly intelligent.”

Saudi Arabia’s Vision 

2030 is accelerating 

the development of AI-

enabled cities, digital 

public services and 

advanced technology 

infrastructure. NTT DATA 

plans to use its presence 

at LEAP to engage 

government leaders, 

customers and partners 

on translating the 

Kingdom’s AI priorities 

into measurable 

NTT DATA to showcase 
intelligent AI ecosystems 
at LEAP 2026
The company will demonstrate sovereign AI, agentic AI and 
connected infrastructure solutions designed to support Saudi 
Arabia’s smart city and digital transformation ambitions.

N TT DATA has 

announced its 

participation at LEAP 

2026, taking place in 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 

from August 31 to 

September 3, where it 

will showcase AI-powered 

infrastructure and digital 

transformation solutions.

The company’s 

presence will span smart 

cities, smart buildings, 

intelligent transportation, 

sovereign AI, agentic AI, 

digital twins, robotics, 

AI operations (AIOps), 

cloud, cybersecurity and 

enterprise applications.

Under the theme 

“Cities that Think: How AI 

is Reshaping the Future 

of Urban Life,” NTT DATA 

will demonstrate how AI, 

data, connectivity and 

digital platforms can 

transform connected 

cities into intelligent 

ecosystems capable 

of learning, predicting, 

adapting and acting.

The technologies 

are designed to help 

governments and 

organisations improve 

outcomes for citizens, 

businesses and 

communities while 

supporting more efficient 

and responsive urban 

services.

NTT DATA has 

continued to invest 

in its AI and digital 

transformation 

capabilities across the 

Middle East. Its recent 

acquisition of Zero&One 

has strengthened its 

regional capabilities 

in AI, cloud and digital 

services while expanding 

local innovation and 

delivery capacity across 

the Middle East and 

Africa.

“2026 is Saudi Arabia’s 

Year of AI. Backed by 

outcomes.

“Saudi Arabia’s 

Vision 2030 has set 

a bold roadmap for 

AI-enabled cities and 

public services, and 

LEAP is where ambition 

meets execution,” said 

Rami Beidas, Managing 

Director, NTT DATA, 

Saudi Arabia.

“This year, our 

leadership teams 

will be engaging with 

government leaders, 

clients and partners to 

showcase real-world AI 

innovations, strengthen 

strategic collaborations 

and help translate 

national AI priorities 

into tangible outcomes 

across Saudi Arabia.”

NTT DATA executives 

will also participate 

in several sessions 

during the event. Denzil 

Samuels, Executive 

Managing Director, 

Global Multi-National 

Corporations Sales at 

NTT DATA, will speak 

on the Orbital Stage 

dedicated to smart cities 

on August 31.

Soydan will join a 

fireside chat titled “From 

Policy to Productivity: 

The AI Advantage” 

on the Main Stage on 

September 1.

Bill Wilson, Global 

AI Go-to-Market Lead 

for Public Sector at 

NTT DATA, will present 

“Living on the Edge: 

Knowledge Management 

for Enterprise IT 

Transformation” on the 

Future of Work Orbital 

Stage on September 2.

Visitors can 

meet NTT DATA’s 

global and regional 

leadership teams at 

Hall 1, Stand C60. The 

company will highlight 

how AI-powered 

innovation, strategic 

partnerships and digital 

infrastructure can help 

organisations accelerate 

transformation and 

develop the intelligent 

cities of the future.

We are showing how sovereign 
AI, agentic AI and connected 
data platforms help cities move 
from connected to being truly 
intelligent”.




