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Show dates: 31 August—3 September 2026, Riyadh Exhibition and Convention Center Malham, Saudi Arabia

SBM partners with global tech leaders to spotlight
end-to-end enterprise innovation at LEAP 2026

The event highlights how SBEM's Advanced Threat Protection Centre (ATPC) supports integrated security operations.

Saudi Business Machines
(SBM), the Kingdom's
leading provider of
end-to-end enterprise
information technology
and telecommunications
solutions, is showcasing
an integrated technology
experience alongside

its global technology
sponsors at LEAP 2026,
taking place from August
31to September 3 at

the Riyadh Exhibition &
Convention Centrein
Malham.

Under the theme
‘Explore Every Dimension
of Digital Transformation’,
SBMis welcoming visitors
at Hall 3, Booth H3.130.

The participation
reinforces SBM'’s
commitment to
empowering public
and private sector
organisations to turn
ambitious digital
strategies into secure,
scalable and measurable
business outcomes
supporting Saudi Arabia’s
"Vision 2030" agenda.

At LEAP 2026, SBM is
demonstrating practical
applications, facilitating

expert engagement and
championing partner-led
innovation across artificial
intelligence, data and
analytics, cybersecurity,
cloud, enterprise software,
intelligent infrastructure
and immersive technology.
The company is also
spotlighting IBM's Al-ready
infrastructure portfolio,
including IBM LinuxONE
Emperor 5, IBM Power
Systems, IBM Storage

Systems and IBM z17,
alongside an interactive
foosball experience

powered by IBM watsonx.

al.

Homegrown advanced
technology solutions
built for enterprise
impact

The event highlights
how SBM's Advanced
Threat Protection
Centre (ATPC) supports

integrated security
operations, continuous
threat monitoring, testing,
automation and specialist
expertise, enabling
organisations to anticipate
and respond to evolving
cyber risks. Furthermore,
SBM's Al & Data
Intelligence Hub highlights
how organisations can
establish trusted data
foundations, leverage
analytics and business

intelligence and scale Al
and machine learning
capabilities across their
operations.

LEAP 2026 further
highlights SBM's
cutting-edge suite of
in-house solutions by
Techxagon, SBM's
Digital Transformation
and R&D Centre,
offering end-to-end Al
capabilities for businesses
operating across diverse

sectors. These include
Maxera, which creates
comprehensive and
interactive 3D digital twins
of assets, facilities and
operations; Sedra, SBM's
full-stack Conversational
Al platform built on
IBM watsonx.ai and
Watsonx Orchestrate;
Rabet, supporting API
enablement and hybrid
integration; and Waleed,
SBM's Gen Al solution
designed to automate
processes and enhance
customer experiences.

Also on display are
Migyas, an Al-powered
digital maturity platform
that assesses compliance
across frameworks like
Qiyas, SAMA and NORA;
in addition to Metaverse
Lab, avirtual 360-degree
environment featuring
digital twins and AR/VR
capabilities.

Essam Alshiha, CEO
of SBM, stated: “LEAP is
adynamic platform for
transforming technology-
led ambitions into
practical outcomes. We

> CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Nintex

tdeepens investment in Saudi

partner ecosystem during LEAP 2026

As Saudi Arabia’s Year of Artificial Intelligence gathers pace, Nintex is investing further in training
and enabling its network of local partners, building a long-term ecosystem to help organisations
put Al to work responsibly.

www.tahawultech.com

Nintex, a global leader

in process management
and workflow automation,
recently reaffirmed its
commitment to building
along-term partner

ecosystem in Saudi Arabia,

as the Kingdom's Year
of Artificial Intelligence
drives growing demand
for automation and
orchestration across
regulated industries.
The announcement
comes as Saudi Arabia's
Council of Ministers has
declared 2026 the Year
of Artificial Intelligence,
backed by a national
Al investment pipeline

exceeding $100 billion.
The Kingdom has built
afull sovereign Al stack,
from national compute
and data infrastructure
through to homegrown
models such as HUMAIN's
Arabic first ALLaM, giving
organisations across
government and enterprise
the tools to build Al
capability locally.

Nintex's commitment to
the Kingdom is not new.
The company opened an
office in Riyadh's Al Olaya
business district in 2024,
building out local teams
across sales, customer
success and channel

@tahawultech

and alliances to support
Saudi customers and
partners on the ground.
Since then, demand has
continued to build. Recent
Nintex research, based

on asurvey of more than
500 Saudi organisations,
found that 63 percent plan
to implement a formal
automation strategy within
the next seven to twelve
months, with 62 percent
saying that combining Al
with automation delivers
the strongest business
outcomes.

Nintex research has
also found that 86
percent of Saudi leaders
see automation as the
essential first step before
Al can deliver value. Nintex
puts forward that the gap
sits not at the model layer,
but at the process layer,
where people, systems,
data and rules actually
meet, and that closing
itis where partners play

> CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Unleashing intelligence
at scale

Artificial Intelligence is transforming industries, but Al is only as
powerful as the data behind it.

At LEAP 2026, visit Octave at booth H4 160 in Hall 4, where we'll
demonstrate how organizations can unlock the full potential of Al
by connecting engineering, operational and geospatial data into
a single, intelligent ecosystem.

Join us Booth H4160, Hall 4

( Visit octave.com >

©2026 Octave Intelligence plc and/or affiliates. All rights reserved.
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are bringing our local
market experience,
in-house innovation

and a robust global
sponsor network to

the event, enabling

Saudi organisations to
deploy Al responsibly,
strengthen cyber
resilience, modernise core
operations and build the
infrastructure required
for sustained digital
growth. This seamlessly
aligns with our broader
mission to strengthen
the Kingdom's digital
ecosystem by supporting

the adoption of advanced
technologies. We further
remain fully dedicated to
empowering businesses
across the nation by
providing transformative
digital solutions”.

Global technology
sponsors strengthen
SBM'’s LEAP showcase
SBM's participation is
further strengthened by
the support of its global
and regional technology
sponsors, each
contributing specialised
capabilities to address the
evolving needs of Saudi
organisations. IBM, as
the Strategic Sponsor,
anchors the showcase
with its mission-critical,
Al-ready infrastructure

G ifures EZzER

We further remain fully dedicated to
empowering businesses across the
nation by providing transformative

digital solutions”.
I

and enterprise
technologies, supporting
performance, resilience,
security and hybrid-cloud
transformation across
highly regulated and data-
intensive sectors.

The Premier Sponsors
are HCLSoftware and
IFS. HCLSoftware brings
enterprise software
capabilities spanning Al
and intelligent operations,
cybersecurity, data and
analytics, total experience

and business and industry
applications. Building on
its strategic partnership
with SBM in Saudi Arabia,
IFS highlights industry-
focused cloud enterprise
software and Industrial

Al for enterprise resource
planning, enterprise asset
management and field
service management.

As Gold Sponsors,
Kiteworks, MariaDB, SAS,
Nine Summits Tech and
Partners Collaboration

World (PCW) offer visitors
a focused view of data,
analytics, integration

and security capabilities
driving modern enterprise
transformation.
Kiteworks showcases
secure sensitive-content
communications
capabilities that enable
organisations to control,
protect and track data
exchanged across internal
and external workflows;
MariaDB presents an
Al-ready enterprise data
platform synergising
transactional, analytical
and Al workloads

to support modern
intelligent applications
across on-premises and
cloud environments; and
SAS highlights SAS Viya

and its capabilities across
advanced analytics,
trusted decisioning,
machine learning and
responsible Al, which are
essential for transforming
complex datainto
actionable insights.

In addition, Nine
Summits Tech showcases
DIVE, its integration
platform designed to
catalyse enterprise
connectivity through
real-time data streaming
and integration delivery,
while PCW highlights
secure and scalable IT,
cloud and Al solutions
delivered through a global
ecosystem of technology
partners, to support
resilient, future-ready
digital environments.

> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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acritical role in helping
organisations move from
pilot to production.

That is the focus of
a keynote Nintex will
deliver at its stand during
LEAP 2026, where the
company will set out
how Nintex Automation
K2, its locally hosted
platform, embeds Al

into governed workflows
within an organisation's
own environment. Aligned
with the requirements of
Saudi NCA and SDAIA
regulations, this gives
organisations the freedom
to choose and change
the Al model behind each
process, from ALLaM
for Arabic language
services to fully private, on
premises models.
Mamoun Rahhal,
Managing Director for
Saudi Arabia and Upper
Gulf at Nintex, said: "Our

partners are how we truly
scale in the Kingdom.
We focus on training,
enabling and educating
local Saudi partners

who are genuinely willing
to investin supporting
the Kingdom's vision,
especially around
orchestration, in
regulated industries like
banking, government
and healthcare. As Vision
2030 unfolds, we're
building an ecosystem
for the long term,
encouraging partners

As Vision 2030 unfolds, we're
building an ecosystem for the
long term, encouraging partners
to widen their expertise and keep

pace with the Kingdom’s growth”.

to widen their expertise
and keep pace with the
Kingdom's growth".

As part of this ecosystem
approach, Nintex has
announced Alnafitha

IT as a partner in Saudi
Arabia. The partnership
combines Nintex's
process automation and
orchestration technology
with Alnafitha IT's

local implementation,
integration and
customer-support
capabilities. Together, the
companies will help Saudi
organisations modernise
complex processes
while addressing
local operational,
data-governance
and cybersecurity
requirements

Nintex will be exhibiting
throughout LEAP 2026
and invites attendees to
visitits stand to see Nintex
Automation K2 in action.

UnifyApps and Salam sign MoU to accelerate Al adoption
across Saudi Arabia’s Government and Enterprise sectors

The MoU signing supports the Kingdom's broader vision for digital transformation and Al adoption,
providing organisations with a trusted local pathway to implement world-class automation technologies.

Etihad Salam Telecom
Company (Salam),
aleading provider of
telecommunications
services and digital
infrastructure in Saudi
Arabia, and UnifyApps,
a global provider of
Agentic Automation
technology, recently
announced the signing
of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
aimed at enabling
government entities and
enterprise customers
across Saudi Arabia to
adopt Al and become Al-
native organisations.
The partnership was
announced at LEAP
2026, where Salam
is participating as a

strategic sponsor under
the theme, "Powering
what's next."

The collaboration
combines Salam's
position as alocal
enabler with UnifyApps'
specialised Agentic
Automation platform
technology, creating
a powerful offering
that addresses the
unique needs of Saudi
government and
enterprise customers
seeking to streamline
workflows and reduce
operational costs
through intelligent
automation.

Abdullah Khorami,
Chief Business Officer
(CBO) at Salam said:

Our partnership with UnifyApps
is aligned with our commitment
to powering what’s next for
Saudi Arabia’s digital future” .

"Our partnership with
UnifyApps is aligned
with our commitment
to powering what's
next for Saudi Arabia's
digital future and
enable government and
enterprise organisations
to embrace Al-driven
transformation

with confidence. It
supports our evolution

as a strategic digital
transformation partner,
dedicated to delivering
innovative solutions
that create real value
for our customers, drive
meaningful business
outcomes and support
the Kingdom's ambitious
technology agenda".
Customers engaging
with this partnership

will benefit from

a streamlined Al
adoption journey, with
Salam serving as a
single point of contact
for sales, support,
and delivery while
navigating Saudi Arabia's
specific regulatory,
infrastructure,

and operational
requirements. The

collaboration is designed
to reduce adoption

risk by pairing global
platform innovation with
local accountability and
expertise.

Amr Abou Reslan,
Regional Director at
UnifyApps said: "We
are excited to partner
with Salam to bring our
Agentic Automation
platform to Saudi
Arabia's government
and enterprise sectors.
Salam's technical
capabilities make
them the ideal partner
to help organisations
across the Kingdom
harness the power of
Al agents to automate
complex workflows
and drive operational
efficiency. Together,
we are committed to
accelerating Al adoption
and supporting Saudi
Arabia's position as
a leader in digital
innovation".

The MoU signing
supports the Kingdom's
broader vision for digital
transformation and
Al adoption, providing
organisations with a
trusted local pathway to
implement world-class
automation technologies.
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Building trustworthy agentic Al: How security
concerns have changed in 2026

Srikrishna Shankavaram, Head of Al Security, Zebra Technologies, outlines the delicate balancing act between securing Al
agents and governing them as digital identities in this exclusive feature.

2026 is touted as the year
Al moves from speculation
and interest to real-world
deployment and value.
Yet one global analyst firm
predicts 40% of agentic Al
projects will be cancelled
by the end of 2027, due

to escalating costs,
unclear business value, or
inadequate risk controls.

It suggests more and
better advice, and an
ecosystem of support are
needed to make agentic
projects a success,
which mustinclude
addressing new security
considerations.

There are early signs
that the rise of agentic
Alis transforming how
organisations operate. In
retail, Al agents are already
managing inventory,
optimising pricing,
assisting customers,
forecasting demand, and
automating supply chain
decisions.

At the same time,
logistics organisations are
deploying autonomous
agents to coordinate
warehouse operations,
route shipments, manage
fleet utilisation, track
inventory movement,
and resolve operational
exceptions inreal time.

These systems are no
longer simple chatbots
or assistants—they are
becoming autonomous
digital operators capable
of making decisions and
executing actions across
business-critical systems.

New security
considerations in 2026
While the business benefits
are significant, the security
implications are equally
profound. As Al agents
gain access to enterprise
applications, APls, devices,
customer information,

and operational systems,
organisations must
address a critical question:
How do we secure Al
agents that increasingly
operate like employees
but at machine speed and
scale?

Traditional Al security
concerns such as prompt
injection, data leakage,
and model vulnerabilities
remain important.
However, security leaders
are now confronting
a broader challenge —
governing autonomous

agents that can access
tools, execute workflows,
interact with physical
devices, and influence
business outcomes
without constant

human oversight. The
conversation is shifting
from securing Al models
to securing Al-powered
digital workforces. So,
what are the new security
considerations and
methods to address them
in 20267

Treat Al agents as digital
identities
Every Al agent should be
managed as a non-human
identity rather than merely
an application. Just as
organisations govern
employee access through
identity and access
management systems,
Al agents require unique
credentials, role-based
permissions, lifecycle
management, and
continuous auditing.

In retail, an inventory

These systems are becoming
autonomous digital operators
capable of making decisions
and executing actions across
business-critical systems”.

4 | “m @tahawultech

optimisation agent should
not automatically gain
access to customer
payment systems.

In logistics, a route-
planning agent should
not be able to modify
warehouse management
configurations without
authorisation. Applying
least-privilege principles
ensures that agents

can perform their
intended tasks while
minimising security
exposure. Without
proper governance, an
unmanaged Al agent can
quickly become a highly
privileged insider capable
of accessing sensitive
systems and data.

Govern MCP and tool
access

The Model Context
Protocol (MCP) is
emerging as a key
mechanism for connecting
Al agents with enterprise
tools, databases,
applications, and external
services. While this
connectivity enables
powerful automation, it
also expands the attack
surface.

Organisations should
establish strong
governance around
MCP servers and tool
integrations. This includes
validating trusted MCP

endpoints, implementing
allowlists for approved
tools, inspecting
contextual information
passed to models, and
continuously monitoring
tool usage.

For retailers, this could
mean restricting access
to pricing engines,
loyalty systems, or
inventory platforms. For
logistics providers, it
may involve controlling
access to transportation
management systems,
warehouse automation
platforms, carrier
networks, and shipment
tracking services. A
compromised tool
connection can provide
attackers with a direct path
into critical operational
workflows.

Secure runtime
operations
Security cannot stop once
an Al agent is deployed.
Autonomous systems
must be monitored
continuously throughout
their operational lifecycle.
Runtime security
controls should include
policy enforcement,
behavioral monitoring,
approval checkpoints for
high-risk actions, anomaly
detection, and emergency
kill switches. These
controls help identify and

Srikrishna Shankavaram

contain risky behavior
before it impacts business
operations.

For example, a retail
agent that suddenly
attempts to modify
thousands of product
prices should trigger
investigation. Similarly, a
logistics agent that begins
rerouting large volumes
of shipments or altering
delivery schedules outside
established policies should
be flagged immediately.

Continuous runtime
visibility is essential
because even well-trained
agents can drift from
expected behavior due to
changing inputs, evolving
objectives, or malicious
manipulation.

Don’t forget the devices
Agentic Al increasingly
interacts with physical
infrastructure. In retail
environments, agents
may access point-of-
sale systems, kiosks,
handheld scanners,
smart shelves, and loT
devices. In logistics
operations, agents often
interact with warehouse
scanners, robotics
systems, automated
storage equipment,
vehicle telematics, fleet
management platforms,
and industrial loT sensors.
A compromised

endpoint can influence
the decisions made by

an Al agent, creating
downstream business
risks. Device trust, posture
validation, endpoint
security, and continuous
compliance monitoring
should therefore be
integrated into any Agentic
Al security strategy.

Build security across
every layer
Organisations should
adopt a layered security
approach spanning agent
identities, MCP and tool
governance, runtime
protection, endpoint
trust, APl security, and
data protection. Strong
authentication, least-
privilege access, token
management, behavioural
analytics, and continuous
monitoring should work
together to provide
defence in depth.

Continuously red team
your agents
Traditional penetration
testing is no longer
sufficient. Agentic
Al systems must be
continuously evaluated
against threats such
as prompt injection,
goal hijacking, privilege
escalation, tool abuse,
workflow manipulation,
and business logic attacks.
Retail and logistics
organisations should
regularly test complete
agent workflows
rather than individual
components. The objective
is to understand how
autonomous systems
behave under real-world
adversarial conditions and
identify weaknesses before
attackers do.

Getting the balance
right

Retail and logistics
organisations are rapidly
deploying Al agents to
automate increasingly
critical business
processes. The leaders

in this new era are not
those who deploy the most
intelligent agents, but
those that also establish
the strongest foundations
of trust, governance, and
security.

As Al agents gain access
to inventory systems,
pricing engines, warehouse
platforms, transportation
networks, customer data,
and operational devices,
the key question will be
getting the balance right
between securing Al
agents like software and
governing them as digital
identities.

Read more about Al
agents for retail and
logistics here.

www.tahawultech.com
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Mindware appointed value-added distributor
by Veeam across the Middle East, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Egypt and Libya

Strategic partnership combines Veeam's expertise in data resilience and Data & Al Trust with Mindware's regional reach,
channel expertise and technical capabilities to help organisations strengthen cyber resilience and ensure business continuity.

Mindware, a leading value-
added distributor (VAD)
in the Middle East and
Africa, recently announced
a strategic partnership
with Veeam Software, the
global leader in Data & Al
Trust.

Mindware has been
appointed as a value-
added distributor for
Veeam across the
Middle East, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Egypt and
Libya.

The partnership
brings together Veeam's
industry-leading data
resilience capabilities with
Mindware's extensive
regional channel network,
technical expertise, local
market presence, partner
ecosystem and cloud
capabilities. Together,
the companies will work
to help organisations
protect their critical
data and applications,
recover rapidly from
disruption, and maintain
business continuity in
an increasingly complex
threat landscape.

Organisations across
the region are facing
growing pressure to
strengthen data resilience
and establish greater
trust in the data powering
cloud, analytics and Al
initiatives. As ransomware
and cyberattacks become
more sophisticated,
cloud and SaaS adoption
accelerates, regulatory

www.tahawultech.com

requirements evolve,

and Al adoption scales
across critical business
processes, organisations
need greater visibility,
governance, security and
recoverability across their
data environments.

Against this backdrop,
the partnership will enable
Mindware's channel
partners to deliver Veeam
solutions to customers
across a broad range of
industries and organisation
sizes, including
enterprises, SMBs,
government entities,
healthcare organisations,
and financial institutions.

As part of the
partnership, Mindware
will provide its
channel ecosystem
with comprehensive
support across training,
certification, sales and
technical enablement,
marketing, proof-of-
concepts, workshops,
technical support, and
partner incentives.
Mindware will also offer
additional professional
and technical services
around Veeam, including
implementation and
enablement capabilities,
helping partners
accelerate deployments
and deliver greater value to
customers.

Mindware's regional
scale, experienced team,
and strong financial
foundation were key

factorsin Veeam's
selection of the distributor.
The partnership is
designed to expand
Veeam's market reach
while giving partners

the resources, expertise
and support required

to capitalise on growing
demand for data resilience
solutions.

Veeam is ranked the
number one provider
worldwide for data
protection software
market share by IDC and
has been named a Leader
in the Gartner® Magic
Quadrant for Backup &
Data Protection Platforms
for the tenth consecutive
time. Combined with
Mindware's regional reach
and ability to translate
leading technologies into
scalable, market-ready
solutions, this leadership
provides partners with
a strong foundation to
address growing customer
demand for data resilience
and Data & Al Trust.

“Dataresilience has
moved well beyond
being an IT priority; it
is now fundamental to
business continuity, risk
management and digital
transformation. Across our
markets, organisations are
adopting cloud and Al at an
unprecedented pace, while
many are still working to
establish the governance,
visibility and resilience
needed to trust Al-

powered systems at scale.
Customers increasingly
recognise that Al is only as
reliable as the data behind
it", commented Nicholas
Argyrides, VP Gulf & East
Africa at Mindware.

“Our partnership with
Veeam brings together
two complementary
strengths: Veeam's
proven leadership in data
resilience, and Mindware's
ability to translate leading
technologies into scalable,
market-ready solutions
through our regional
channel ecosystem.

We see a significant
opportunity to equip

our partners with the
expertise, services and
resources they need to
help customers protect,
govern and recover their
data, giving them the
confidence to innovate,
strengthen cyber
resilience and accelerate
Al initiatives safely and
responsibly. Thisis about
making data resilience
anintegral part of how

Customers
increasingly
recognise that
Alis only as
reliable as the
data behind it”.

organisations across
the region build and
modernize their digital
infrastructure”, continued
Argyrides.

Over the next 12-24
months, Mindware
and Veeam will focus
on expanding market
coverage, growing the
partner ecosystem, driving
customer acquisition,
increasing cloud adoption,
and accelerating revenue
growth across the covered
territories. The companies
are also exploring
additional initiatives in
Saudi Arabia and across
the wider region to further
develop the Veeam
ecosystem and create new
opportunities for partners
and customers.

“Organisations across
the Middle East are
accelerating cloud and
Al adoption, and they
need confidence that the
data behind it is secure,
governed and recoverable.
Dataresilience is the
foundation of that trust.
Mindware's regional
reach and technical depth
extend our ability to put
these capabilities in the
hands of more partners
and customers, so they
can recover quickly from
disruption and move
forward with Al with
confidence”, said Charbel
Zreiby, Channel Director,
EMEA East at Veeam.

The partnership will

be showcased at LEAP
Saudi Arabia 2026,
providing a highly relevant
platform to engage
technology decision-
makers, government
organisations, enterprises,
investors and channel
partners from Saudi
Arabia and the wider
region. The event reflects
the growing importance
of data resilience, cloud
transformation and
secure data management
as organisations
accelerate their digital
transformation strategies.
For organisations
operating in today’s digital
economy, data resilience
is no longer simply an IT
requirement. The ability
to protect, recover and
maintain access to critical
data and applications is
fundamental to business
continuity. Through this
partnership, Mindware
and Veeam aim to
make advanced data
resilience and Data & Al
Trust capabilities more
accessible to organisations
throughout the region.
By helping customers
improve visibility,
governance, security and
recovery across their
data environments, the
partnership will support
organisations as they
modernise infrastructure,
strengthen cyber resilience
and accelerate Al adoption
with greater confidence.

@tahawultech “m | 5
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HPE advances ‘Saudi Made’ strategy with expanded
portfolio and new initiatives to accelerate Saudi innovation

New programs strengthen local technology production, solution development and innovation capabilities in support
of Saudi Vision 2030.

HPE recently announced a
series of new investments
and initiatives at LEAP
2026 that further expand
its contribution to Saudi
Arabia’'s technology
ecosystem.

Key announcements
include the launch of
‘Saudi Made, Developed,
Deployed’ program, the
expansion of HPE's locally
produced technology
portfolio, and plans
to establish a Saudi
Innovation Center at HPE's
new offices in Riyadh.
Together, these initiatives
are strengthening local
technology production,
developing skills and
creating new opportunities
for Saudi technology
companies, supporting
Saudi Vision 2030.

“The investments
we are announcing at
LEAP represent the
next phase of HPE's
long-term commitment
to Saudi Arabia”, said
Mohammad Alrehaili, Vice
President and Managing
Director, Middle East,
HPE. "By expanding
our local infrastructure
production and connecting
it with Saudi-developed
technology, skills and
integration and support
service capabilities, we
are helping customers
accelerate innovation
while strengthening the

-
N __\..
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Kingdom's end-to-end
technology ecosystem”.

‘Saudi Made, Developed,
Deployed’ connects
infrastructure,
innovation and local
delivery

Announced on the main
stage at LEAP 2026,
‘Saudi Made, Developed,
Deployed'is a new
initiative from HPE, Intel
and the Ministry of
Communications and
Information Technology
designed to accelerate the
development, validation
and commercialisation

of Al'and digital
transformation solutions in
Saudi Arabia. The initiative
will connect "Saudi Made'
infrastructure with Saudi-
developed applications
and intellectual property,
as well as implementation
and support delivered by

Saudi-based organizations,

to create market-ready
solutions and blueprints
for priority industries.

“A competitive digital
economy depends on
local capability, skilled
talent and an ecosystem
that can turnideas into
solutions with measurable
impact”, said Nasser
Al Nasser, Technology
Deputy Minster, Ministry
of Communications and
Information Technology.
“The 'Saudi Made,

The investments we are
announcing at LEAP represent
the next phase of HPE'’s long-term

commitment to Saudi Arabia”.

www.tahawultech.com

Developed, Deployed’
program will bring together
technology leaders,
Saudiinnovators and
local delivery expertise to
strengthen the Kingdom's
Al ecosystem and support
its continued economic
diversification”.

Through the initiative,
Saudi companies will
receive access to Saudi-
made infrastructure
platforms, hybrid
cloud capabilities and
engineering expertise
provided by HPE, as well
as the compute and Al
technologies, architecture
guidance, model
optimisation and developer
enablement contributed
by Intel. The Ministry of
Communications and
Information Technology
will support engagements
across the Saudi
technology ecosystem
and alignment with
the Kingdom's digital
transformation and Al
ambitions. Founding
software partners will
include ShaheenAl, MOZN
and OmniOps, contributing
locally developed Al
platforms and capabilities.
Alnahil Computers
will serve as the lead
systems integration and
deployment partner,
supporting the packaging
of certified solutions,
project delivery, customer
onboarding and ongoing
operational support.

Expanding the ‘Saudi
Made’ portfolio from
production to services
HPE is expanding its
locally produced ‘Saudi
Made' technology portfolio
to include HPE Alletra

Storage MP B1000O and
HPE Alletra Storage MP
X10000, giving customers
in the region a broader
foundation for modernising
mission-critical
applications, managing
growing volumes of
data and accelerating Al
initiatives. Together, the
platforms provide resilient
block, file and object
storage, the flexibility to
scale performance and
capacity independently
as requirements evolve,
and a unified cloud-based
management experience
through Greenlake. They
will help organisations
simplify storage
operations, support data-
intensive workloads and
make enterprise data more
readily available for Al and
analytics, while benefiting
from locally produced
technology infrastructure.
Furthermore, HPE and
alfanar have introduced
enhancements to the in-
country server production
and enablement offering,
helping customers
deploy customised
infrastructure solutions
across the Middle East.
The expanded relationship
formalises alfanar's role
as HPE's manufacturing
and assembly partnerin
Saudi Arabia, supporting
the production, testing
and fulfilment of the
broader HPE ‘Saudi
Made’ solutions portfolio.
Through the new factory
services, customers now
have the option to have
their locally built HPE
infrastructure systems
pre-integrated, pre-
configured and pre-tested.
The offering includes

component integration,
system configuration,
testing, certification,
quality assurance,
logistics coordination,
local fulfilment and
lifecycle service readiness,
helping customers reduce
deployment complexity
and move more quickly
from infrastructure
procurement to
operational use.

“The expansion of the
‘Saudi Made’ portfolio
marks an important step
in the development of
Saudi Arabia’s advanced
technology production
capabilities”, said Abdullah
Al Sulami, General
Manager Power Solutions,
alfanar. “Through our
partnership with HPE,
we are moving beyond
local assembly to provide
integrated, tested and
application-ready systems
that can help customers
deploy technology
more efficiently, while
strengthening local
expertise and supply chain
resilience”.

New Saudi Innovation
Center will support
collaboration and
technical validation

HPE and Intel also
announced plans

to establish a Saudi
Innovation Center at HPE's
new offices in Riyadh.

The Center will provide a
dedicated environment

in which customers,
solution providers, startup
innovators and ecosystem
partners can collaborate,
test solutions, conduct
technical validation and
demonstrate Saudi-
developed technologies.

It will connect Saudi-
made infrastructure
with locally developed
platforms, software and
implementation expertise,
while supporting Al
talent through technical
training and developer
enablement. The ‘Saudi
Made, Developed,
Deployed’ solutions will
be among the outputs
supported by the Center,
with the broader objective
of helping organizations
validate practical business
outcomes and move new
ideas towards deployment
and commercialisation.
“Saudi Arabia’s ambition
to build a globally
competitive, innovation-
led digital economy
is creating important
opportunities to develop
Al solutions closer to the
customers and industries
they serve”, said Taha
M. Khalifa, General
Manager for Middle
East and Africa, Intel
Corporation. “Through
our collaboration with
HPE, the Ministry of
Communications and
Information Technology
and Saudi ecosystem
partners, Intel will
contribute Al and compute
technologies, technical
expertise and developer
enablement to help turn
locally developed ideas
into validated, deployable
solutions. The Saudi
Innovation Center and the
‘Saudi Made, Developed,
Deployed' initiative can
help connect local talent,
software innovation
and infrastructure to
accelerate practical Al
adoption in support of
Vision 2030".
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State of Palestine signs digital cooperation

organisation charter on the sidelines of LEAP 2026

The State of Palestine, now a Signatory Member, also revealed the creation of a Digital Prosperity Plan designed to
accelerate inclusive digital growth and reconstruction.

The Digital Cooperation
Organisation (DCO)
announced that the State
of Palestine has signed the
DCO Charter to become
a Signatory Member
of the Organisation,
strengthening cooperation
to advance aninclusive,
resilient and sustainable
digital economy and
expand opportunities
for people, businesses
and communities to
benefit from digital
transformation.

On the sidelines of
LEAP 2026 in Riyadh,
H.E. Dr. Abdel-Razzak

Natsheh, Minister of
Telecommunications
and Digital Economy of
the State of Palestine,
officially handed over the
signed DCO Charter to
Ms. Deemah AlYahya,
Secretary-General of
the Digital Cooperation
Organization.

H.E. Dr. Abdel-Razzak
Natsheh, Minister of
Telecommunications
and Digital Economy of
the State of Palestine,
explained: “Joining the
Digital Cooperation
Organisation represents
an important opportunity

for Palestine to deepen
international digital
cooperation and
accelerate our digital
transformation. Through
DCO, guided by the Digital
Prosperity Plan revealed
today, we look forward to
exchanging knowledge
and best practices,
strengthening digital
resilience and connectivity,
supporting innovation and
entrepreneurship, and
expanding opportunities
for our people to
participate in and benefit
from the digital economy”.
Commenting on the

signing of the Charter,
Ms. Deemah AlYahya,
Secretary-General of
the Digital Cooperation
Organisation, said:
“Welcoming the State
of Palestine into the
Digital Cooperation
Organisation is more than
an institutional milestone.
Itis a shared commitment
to action. Palestinian
talent, innovation and
entrepreneurship are
already reaching global
markets; through DCO
membership, that
momentum now connects
to a multilateral platform
built to accelerate it.
Across digital policy,
infrastructure, Al, skills and
entrepreneurship, we will
work together to translate
the opportunities outlined
in the Digital Prosperity
Plan into tangible and
impactful outcomes, and
to advance aninclusive,
resilient and sustainable
digital economy for all”.
The State of Palestine
ICT sectorincludes
around 400 active
establishments, employs
more than 13,500
professionals, generates
over USD 500 million
inannual value added,
contributes approximately
5 percent to GDP, and

produces around 3000
ICT graduates annually,
reflecting the sector’s
growing role in economic
development and digital
innovation.

Ongoing efforts to
advance the sector are
now supported by a
Digital Prosperity Plan
(DPP) — a medium-to-
long-term, partner-backed
operational plan for the
country's digital economy,
co-developed by the
DCO and the Ministry
of Telecommunications
and Digital Economy
(MTDE) on behalf of
the Government of
Palestine. The Plan seeks
to strengthen digital
infrastructure, data
governance and advanced
technology capabilities,
accelerate GovTech and
digital public services,
supportinnovation,
startups, and access to
investment and regional
markets, and develop
future-ready talent. By
2028, it aims to train more
than 10,000 people and
support over 250 startups
and 100 women-led
enterprises.,

Through the Digital
Prosperity Plan, the DCO
and the State of Palestine
aim to demonstrate how

digital cooperation can be
translated into tangible
national outcomes and
how the digital economy
can serve as a powerful
engine for inclusive
growth, reconstruction,
institutional reform and
stronger integration into
the global economy.

The State of Palestine’s
membership in the
Digital Cooperation
Organisation will provide
a broader platformto
exchange expertise,
strengthen cooperation
with DCO Member States,
contribute to international
digital policy discussions,
and advance practical
solutions that support
digital resilience and
inclusive and sustainable
digital growth.

This step follows
the Organisation’s
announcement that
the DCO Council has
approved the candidature
of eight new countries
tojoin the Organisation
as Member States,
which would potentially
expand DCO membership
from 16 to 24 countries
upon completion
of the accession
procedures, representing
approximately 980 million
people.

AmiViz and Veeam announce strategic partnership at LEAP 2026

The two companies aim to bring cyber resilience and Al trust to enterprises across the Middle East.

_ @) AmMIiViz

AmiViz, the Middle East’s
leading consultative
Value-Added Distributor,
announces a strategic
distribution partnership
with Veeam, the Data and
Al Trust Company, during
LEAP 2026 in Riyadh.

The collaboration marks
a significant step in helping
organisations across the
Middle East strengthen
cyber resilience, build
trusted data foundations
for Al, and accelerate
secure-by-design digital
transformation. Together,
AmiViz and Veeam will
help customers establish
the visibility, governance,
security and recovery
capabilities required to
build resilient, Al-ready
enterprises.

AmiViz recently
introduced a business
strategy centred on
four core practices:
Cybersecurity, Data &

>

Resilience, Sovereign
Cloud & Al, and Digital
Infrastructure. Through
this partnership,

AmiViz strengthens its
Data & Resilience and
Cybersecurity practices
with Veeam's capabilities
in data protection,
backup, recovery, and
ransomware resilience.
Veeam is recognised as the
worldwide market share

As enterprises move from
experimentation to operationalising
Al at scale, they need confidence
that their data is secure, resilient,
governed, and recoverable”.
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leader in data protection
software by IDC and has
been named a Leader
inthe Gartner® Magic
Quadrant™ for Backup &
Data Protection Platforms
for ten consecutive years.
By integrating Veeam's
proven technologies, AmiViz
further enhances its ability
to support enterprises
seeking robust protection
for mission-critical
workloads and secure
operational continuity.

Within the Data &
Resilience Practice, Veeam
helps organisations
protect, govern and
recover trusted data
across hybrid, cloud and
sovereign environments.
As Al adoption accelerates,

trusted and recoverable
datais becoming a critical
prerequisite for innovation,
enabling organisations

to scale Al initiatives with
greater confidence while
maintaining business
continuity and regulatory
compliance.

In addition, Veeam's
Cybersecurity Practice
contributes advanced
capabilities for
ransomware detection,
immutable storage,
secure backup, and rapid
recovery. Combined
with enhanced visibility
and governance
across the data estate,
these capabilities help
organisations reduce cyber
risk while establishing the

data trust required for Al-
driven operations.

Ramkumar Balakrishnan,
CEO of AmiViz, says:
“Veeam's leadership
in data protection and
ransomware recovery
aligns perfectly with our
Data & Resilience and
Cybersecurity Practices.
As organisations across
the region accelerate
digital transformation, the
need for secure, resilient,
and intelligence ready
infrastructure becomes
critical. Our partnership
with Veeam strengthens
the technologies we deliver
to customers and supports
the Kingdom's vision for
secure and sovereign
digital advancement”.

The partnership
is further reinforced
by Veeam's global
recognition: Veeam
Software has been named
a Champion — the highest
category awarded — in
the latest Omdia Global
Managed Backup and
Disaster Recovery (BDR)
Leadership Matrix, which
evaluates vendors driving
backup and disaster
recovery success across
the managed service
provider ecosystem.

“Organisations across
Saudi Arabia and the wider
region are accelerating
Al adoption, but Al is
only as trustworthy
as the data behind it.

As enterprises move

from experimentation

to operationalising

Al at scale, they

need confidence that
their data is secure,
resilient, governed, and
recoverable. That trust
starts with data resilience.
AmiViz combines deep
consultative expertise
with strong enterprise
relationships and technical
capabilities, making them
ideally positioned to

help customers build the
trusted data foundations
they need to innovate with
confidence and accelerate
Al safely”, said Charbel
Zreiby, Channel Director
for EMEA East at Veeam.

Through this
partnership, AmiViz
and Veeam will help
organisations move
beyond simply protecting
data to establishing the
trust, governance and
resilience required to safely
scale Al and support long-
term digital transformation
initiatives.

www.tahawultech.com
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King Salman Park Foundation and
Huawei sign strategic cooperation MoU

Two-year strategic cooperation will explore Al, emerging technologies
and intelligent digital capabilities to enhance experiences, operations and
innovation at King Salman Park.

King Salman Park
Foundation (KSPF) and
Huawei Tech Investment
Saudi Arabia Co. Ltd. have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) at
LEAP 2026, establishing
aframework for strategic
cooperation focused on
advancing the Park’s
smart-city capabilities,
Al enablement and
technology innovation.
The cooperation
supports King Salman
Park's ambition to create
an intelligent, engaging
and continuously evolving
urban destination in the
heart of Riyadh, where
technology serves as an
enabler for exceptional
experiences for visitors,
residents and employees,
while supporting smarter,
more efficient and
sustainable operations.
Aligned with the
ambitions of Saudi
Vision 2030, the two-
year MoU provides a
framework through which
KSPF and Huawei will
explore how advanced
digital capabilities and
emerging technologies
can contribute to the
continued evolution
of King Salman Park.
The cooperation
brings together Al and
innovation, smart-
city platforms, digital
infrastructure, intelligent
operations, talent
development and
sustainability.

Al and innovation at the
centre

A key focus of the
cooperation will be
exploring the potential

of Artificial Intelligence
across King Salman Park’s
evolving digital ecosystem.

KSPF and Huawei will
work together to explore
Al innovation scenarios
and an Al development
roadmap, while supporting
the validation of selected
Al use cases through
proof-of-concept
initiatives. The cooperation
also encompasses the
development of smart-
city platform frameworks
addressing areas including
system integration,
data integration, data
governance and common
interface and service
standards.

Beyond Al, the
cooperation establishes
aframework for
exploring and piloting
emerging technologies
including Digital Twin,

HUAWEI
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robotics, augmented
and virtual reality,
intelligent automation
and sustainable digital
solutions. Successful
innovations may be
assessed for potential
integration into the
Park's digital ecosystem
to enhance intelligent
operations, visitor
experience, sustainability
and future smart-park
capabilities.

Technology designed
around experience
The cooperation reflects
an approach in which
technology is not viewed
as anend initself, but as

an enabler of how King
Salman Park can be
experienced, operated and
continuously improved.
By bringing together
Al data, smart-city
technologies and intelligent
operations, KSPF aims
to explore new ways of
creating more intuitive
and engaging experiences
while giving its teams
greater operational
visibility and enabling
improved service quality
and efficiency.
This ambition will
be supported by work
on standardised ICT
architecture and technical
frameworks, as well

We want to create an intelligent,
engaging and continuously
evolving environment where
emerging technologies help us
deliver exceptional experiences”.

as smart-city platform
principles covering system
and data integration and
data governance. These
foundations are intended
to support a secure,
scalable and future-

ready digital environment
capable of evolving
alongside the Park.

Building long-term
innovation capability
The cooperation also
places emphasis on
developing the people
and capabilities required
to sustain technological
innovation over the long
term.

The MoU includes
ICT talent development
and knowledge-transfer
initiatives, including a
train-the-trainer model
designed to build internal
technical capability and
enable KSPF's engineers
and developers to develop
skills around evolving
technologies.

This combination of
technology exploration,
capability development
and innovation is
intended to help KSPF
continuously assess and
adopt technologies that
can support the future
evolution of King Salman
Park.

Maijed Alhudaib, Chief
Technology Officer at King
Salman Park Foundation,
said: “"At King Salman
Park, our ambition goes
beyond building a smart
destination. We want
to create an intelligent,
engaging and continuously
evolving environment
where Al and emerging
technologies help us deliver
exceptional experiences for
our visitors, residents and
employees.

Our strategic
cooperation with Huawei

will allow us to explore and
validate technologies such
as artificial intelligence,
Digital Twin, robotics and
intelligent automation,
supported by the

secure digital and data
foundations required to
bring these capabilities to
life.

This is ultimately about
using technology with
purpose-enhancing
experiences, enabling
smarter and more
sustainable operations, and
building the capabilities
needed to continuously
innovate as the Park
evolves. In doing so, we are
supporting the broader
ambitions of Saudi Vision
2030 and contributing
to the future of urban
experiences in Riyadh”.

Trevor Liu, Saudi Huawei
CEO said: “Our strategic
collaboration with the King
Salman Park Foundation
redefines urban
experiences by integrating
adigital ecosystem. At
a pivotal stage of Saudi
Arabia’s Vision 2030
implementation, Huawei
is honoured to serve
as a digital ecosystem
partner, leveraging
its global expertise in
artificial intelligence,
smartinfrastructure, and
intelligent city platforms to
co-develop context-aware,
scalable, and sustainable
solutions aligned with
Riyadh's unique urban
vision. This partnership
marks a significant
milestone in Huawei's
commitment to advancing
smart city development
in Saudi Arabia, and more
importantly, reflects our
shared dedication—not
only to building intelligent
infrastructure, but to
creating a resilient, human-
centred urban future”.

Luma Al to launch fully Arabic interface for its Al creative platform

The launch will extend Arabic-language support beyond prompting and output to the full Luma Agents interface.

Luma Al recently
announced that Luma
Agents, its unified Al
creative platform, will
offer a fully native Arabic-
language interface later
this year, making it the
first-of-its-kind creative
intelligence platform

in Arabic designed for
creative communitiesin
Saudi Arabia and the wider
MENA region.

Luma Agents currently
supports Arabic-language
prompting and generates
Arabic-language creative
outputs. The new update,
announced at LEAP 2026
in Riyadh, will localise the
total user experience,

including navigation,

menus, and workflow tools.

Arabic will be the first non-
English interface language
available on Luma Agents,
enabling creators across
Saudi Arabia and the
wider Arabic-speaking
world to work in their
native language as they
move between ideas and
production workflows.

Expanding access to
creative Al
Arabic-language interfaces
remain uncommon among
Al generation platforms,
despite rapid growth in
demand for Al-powered
content creation across

The process of localising the
interface has been guided by
the creative community, for
the creative community in the

Kingdom”.
]
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the GCC and wider MENA
region.

By localising the
Luma Agents interface,
Luma aims to remove
a practical barrier for
creative professionals
working primarily in
Arabic, allowing teams in
the region to develop and
deliver creative work in a
more natural and intuitive
way on a platform that
speaks to their language.

The update is a direct
result of Luma's strategic
partnership with HUMAIN,
as well as engagement with
creatives and enterprises
in Saudi Arabia.

It also forms part
of Luma’s broader
investment in the
country —including the
establishment of its
regional headquartersin
Riyadh.

“Over the past year,

we have been listening

to and understanding

the needs of the creative
community in Saudi
Arabia”, said Jason Day,
Head of EMEA at Luma Al.
“The process of localising
the interface has been
guided by the creative
community, for the
creative community in the
Kingdom. Providing Luma
Agents in Arabic enables
the 400 million Arabic

9299 Jgo duiSo Ro dudygu A4

speakers worldwide to
be prolific — going from
first idea through to the
finished outcome without
the friction of working in
multiple languages”.

Availability

The fully localised Arabic-
language interface for
Luma Agents will begivn
rolling out later this year.
More information will be
available at lumalabs.ai.
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